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NEPAL'S KING, FINANCE MINISTER MEET WITH EEC'S THORN 


BKO81511 Hong Kong AFP in English 1445 GMT 8 Nov 82 


[Text] Kathmandu, Nov 8 (AFP)--Visiting European Economic Community's 
(EEC) President Gaston E. Thorn called on Nepalese King Birendra at the 
Royal Palace here today for talks which centered on Nepal's ties with the 
EEC. 


Earlier Mr Thorn had 40 minutes of formal talks with Nepalese Finance 
Minister Dr Yadav Prasad Pant during which he announced that the EEC had 
agreed to "substantially increase" its economic assistance to Nepal. 


"In view of the food shortage in Nepal this year, the EEC has agreed in 
principle to provide an additional 12,000 metric tons of rice. This 
commitment however is subject to the approval of EEC council members," 
Dr Pant told the press after the meeting. 


The EEC has already granted Nepal 3,400 metric tons of rice a few months 
ago to meet a food shortage. 


On long-term aid to boost of Nepalese farm output, Kathmandu has sought 
EEC's help to construct godowns and warehouses that would facilitate food 
storage in food-short districts. 


"The EEC's response to other areas of cooperation was quite favourable... 
More assistance for improving the quality of exportable gocds was agreed 
in principle," said Dr Pant. 


He indicated that EEC aid in establishing a medicinal herb plant to boost 
exports of processed herbs to overseas market was also discussed, adding 
that a final decision on this project would be studied by experts. 


Also discussed was possible cooperation in irrigation, agriculture water 
supply and training facilities, Dr Pant said. 


He noted that the head of the new Delhi-based EEC office was expected to 
visit Nepal shortly to look into prospects of cooperation in this area, 
he added. 


Mr Thorn arrived here Sunday after an official visit to India. He is 
scheduled to leave Kathmandu tomorrow. 
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CRITIQUE OF STATEMENTS BY BEGUM NASIM WALI KHAN 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 20 Sep 82 pp 2, 7 


[Commentary by Zahid Hussain: "Reporter's Diary: Begum Nasim Wali Khan 
Is Not Clear on Many Issues; Activity in the City Dies Down After Sunset] 


[Text] Karachi nowadays is the victim of fear, terror and rumors. 
Zuhur-ul-Hassan Bhopali was assassinated; the body of Elias Siddiqi, the 
companion of hijacker Tippoo and the student leader of the People's 
Student Federation, has been identified. The police have not yet succeeded 
in catching the murderers. Shots were fired at the car of Kuwait's consul 
general in Bahadurabad; the culprit escaped and the consul general 
returned home. Iranian and Iraqi students clashed in Karachi university 
and shots were fired. A telephone call warning of a bomb in the Habib 
bank plaza building created confusion; the building was searched, but no 
bomb was found. The number of burglaries is no longer climbing, although 
reports of burglaries continue to be received from different parts of the 
city. Newspaper offices receive calls asking why the reports of robberies 
in various parts of the city are not published. Rumors continue, creating 
fear and anxiety. The streetr are quickly deserted as night falls; 
traffic decreases and snack tars and late-night restaurants have no 
c-stomers. Hustle and bust’e in the city ends at dusk. Under these 
donditions, police activit continues. Scooters, motorcycles and cars 
are searched; papers are -xamined and police raids in various localities 
continue. They raided tue house of the prominent councilman, Dr Athar 
Qurayshi, against whic’ the defunct Karachi Jamiat-e Islami's Amir Mahmud 
Azam Faruqi protested strongly in a crowded emergency press conference. 

He demanded that action be taken against those responsible and asserted 
that the police had no justification for this late night action which 
was nothing less than "police terrorism" and the harassment of honorable 
individuals without any proof of illegal activity. The authorities 
continue to maintain silence regarding the raid. They have offered no 
explanation and no action has been taken against anyone. 


Begum Nasim Wali Khan arrived in Karachi a few days ago. She met reporters 
on the evening of 18 September at Abid Zubairi's residence. When the 
reporters started to ask questions, Begum Nasim said, “Abid Sahib brought 
me here to “meet the press,’ but this looks like a press conference." 























Begum Nasim Wali Khan said that the country was divided into four parts and 
the residents of one province were prevented from traveling to another 
province. Whether fortunately cr unfortunately, the time also came when 
travel outside Peshawar was restricted. She said, “There are countless 
problems ahead about which countless things can be said. But what you will 
write, what will be censored and how much will be added to the report, J 
cannot say. We have been tongue tied for so long that we have forgotten 
how to speak. There are no meetings, no speeches; everything has ended. 
There is neither politics nor a political course. There are restrictions 
everywhere." Begum Nasim was asked what she thought about the present 
conditions and what her prognosis was for the future. She replied, "It 

is dark, too dark to see anything. In this darkness, anything can happen 
at any time.” After a pause she added, "The country is ruled by a single 
individual; all decisions revolve around him. There are no democratic 
organizations, no judiciary, no parliament, no administration and no press. 
Under such conditions, ome cannot make predictions about the future." 

Begum Nasim Wali Khan was asked if the NDP had any program for remedying 
the situation. She answered, "The NDP is under a ban; we are a part of the 
MRD and we will consider the program in the meetings of the MRD." She 
acknowledged that the harmony and enthusiasm that existed among the members 
of the different parties comprising the PNA did not exist between the 
members of the NDP and the People’s Party. The leadership got together, 
but gave no thought for ensuring cooperation among the lower level party 
members. Begum Wali Khan expressed opposition to the policy of violence 

in the country and described her party's pro-peace policy. It was brought 
to her attention that the People's Party was believed to be involved in 
the violent acts committed in the country. She replied, "We discern no 
such conndction. An organization outside the country called Al-Zulfigar 

is believed to be involved in these acts. That organization has not claimed 
to be affiliated with the People's Party, nor has the People's Party 
claimed any connection with Al-Zulfiqar. If the People's Party should 
openly acknowledge that it was following a policy of violence, we would 
then either make them abandon the policy or dissociate ourselves from 
them.” At this juncture, a lady reporter suggested that Begum Bhutto 

had already condemned the activities of Al-Zulfiqar. Begum Nasim Wali 
Khan said, “When Begum Bhutto has already condemned violence, how can we 
level these accusations at her?" 


Begum Nasi. Wali Khan forgot that Al-Zulfiqar's leader is Murtaza Bhutto, 

the son of Segum Nusrat Bhutto. From outside Pakistan, he has laid the 
foundation of a policy of violence. Begum Bhutto has never dissociated 
herself from her sons’ subversive activities, nor has she announced that 
because of their activities, she condemned them and severed all connection 
with them in the traditional manner. How can anyone believe that Al-Zulfigar 
is not connected spiritually and ideologically with the People's Party? 


Begum Nasim Wali Khan was very circumspect in her statements about the MRD 
and said nothing worthy of note about Tahrik-e Istiqlal’s attitude. She 
was similarly careful about her answers regarding the round talbe 
conference, non party elections and cooperation with Jamiat-e Islami. 

She said, "Mr Nurani wants to bring national leaders together to think of 


























ways to rescue the country from the present situation. There is an 
existing alliance of different parties, namely, the MRD, for this purpose. 
Parties outside this alliance should come and talk to the alliance. 
“Regarding the round table conference, she sa‘d that MRD would make a 
decision if it received an invitation. Concerning nonparty elections, 
Begum Wali Khan said that the matter would be taken under consideration 
when elections were announced. She said that they had a long-standing 
Friendship with Jamiat-e 'slami; if the matter should come up in the 
future, NDP would not block Jamiat-2 Islami's entry into the MRD. When 
she was asked as to when a movement would be started, she answered, 

“The people, not leaders, start movements. It is not a matter of minutes, 
hours or years. The people have to be prepared first, and a relationship 
established wich the.” 


It seemed as though Begum Nasim Wali Khan was not clear on many issues, 
nor did she have a program in view other than the official one. This is 
what our politicians do; they talk endlessly on national issues, but do 
nothing. When it comes to practical politics and action, politicians have 
the final word: "Public opinion is not yet ready." At this meeting, 
Begum Nasim Wali Khan conveyed a similar impression. 
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PAKISTAN 


PPP*S CLAIMED DISSOCIATION WITH AL-ZULFIQAR REFUTED 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 20 Sep 82 p 3 





[Editorial: “The Sacrificial Altar of Politics"] 


{Text} Begum Nasim Wali Khan has stated that it would be going too far 
to suggest that the People's Party was guilty of acts of violence. The 
Qaim-ul Zulfigqar organization claims responsibility for these acts from 
outside the country. [She said] that the Al-Zulfigqar organization never 
claimed affiliation with the People's Party nor had the People’s Party 
claimed Al-Zulfigqar as one of its "own" and that Begum Bhutto had also 
condemned these violent acts. 





We are wondering whether to call Begum Nasim's statement a wise oversight 
or criminal ignorance of the facts. We can only marvel at such innocence 
that cannot see the open ties between Al-Zulfiqar and the People's Party. 
At the time Begum Nasim Wali Khan was making this statement, newspapers 
inside and outside Pakistan were publishing the news that Murtaza Bhutto 
had called a meeting of People's Party members living outside Pakistan to 
draw up a plan of action for the People's Party in Pakistan. These 
reports also said that Murtaza Bhutto wants to take over the leadership 
of the People’s Party. Following the publication of these reports, Begum 
Nusrat Bhutto did not even feel it necessary to announce that Murtaza 
Bhutto was in any way affiliated with the People's Party and that the 
meeting of the People's Party outside Pakistan that he had called was not 
connected with their People's Party. Begum Bhutto's condemnation of acts 
of violence is news to us. She must have whispered this statement to 
Begum Nasim Wali Khan, because the only statemert of hers that appeared 
in the newspapers was the one in which she did not condemn violence but 
justified it on the grounds that such incidents are bound to happen as 
long as political freedom is denied. 


Al-Zulfiqar's top subversive, Salamat-Ullah, alias Tippoo, gave a state- 
ment in Kabul, which was recorded and has been heard on the radio by the 
citizens of this country several times, in which he mentioned Mrs Nusrat 
Bhutto. We are surprised that even after this open acknowledgment by the 
Al-Zulfiqar subversives, Begum Nesim Wali Khan has failed to see any 
connection between the People's Party and Al-Zulfiqar. Only the other day, 

















the confessions of three terrorists connected with Al-Zulfigar, Niaz 
Ahmad, Fayaz and Mudsar, appeared in the newspapers in which they said 
that 2 years ago they went to Kabul because, being members of the People's 
Party, they feared arrest. During their stay in Kabul, they met with the 
Afghan leader at the time, Nur Mohammad Taraki, and the present leader, 
Babrak Karmal. They then established contacts with Murtaza Bhutto and 
joined the Al-Zulfigar organization. When the Government of Pakistan 
started recalling Pakistanis from various Libayan camps, th:se individuals 
were sent to Libya to join these camps and return to Pakistan. After 
reaching Pakistan, they waited for an agreed period after which they were 
to carry out plans of subversion and terrorism; but they were arrested by 
the police before they could do so. They confessed that there were other 
members of their group among the Pakistanis brought back from Libya. 


This statement acknowledges that these individuals were active members 

of the People's Party and that they joined Al-Zulfiqar after goint to Kabul. 
Ae for the statement that they “went to Kabul out of fear of arrest," it 

is a lie because if they had gone out of fear of imprisonment, they 

would not have returned after the establishment of the present government. 
The arrangement that emerges from this statement is that the People's Party 
there sends its members to Kabul where they are trained in subversion by 
Al-Zulfigar and returned to Pakistan to start subversive activities here. 
It seems that Al-Zulfigqar is the branch of the People's Party that trains 
subversives. This is not the first time that these activities have been 
reported in the press; such reports have continued to surface not only in 
Pakistani papers but in newspapers all over the world which shows the 

open connection between the People's Party and Al-Zulfigar. 


Published reports about terrorist Elias Siddiqi, who was slain with 
Zuhur-ul-Hassan Bhopali, link him with the People's Party. He was the 
president of Urdu College's People's Student Federation. What is the 
People's Student Federation? It is a branch of the People's Party that 
works among students. It seems as though the examination of the background 
of every terrorist uncovers links with the People's Party. In spite of 
these facts, Begum Nasim Wali Khan still says that there is no connection 
between the People's Party and Al-Zulfiqar. She might believe in what 

she says, but the people cannot swallow such politics wholesale. 


The participation in the MRD of Tahrik-e Istiqlal, the Pakistan Democratic 
Party, Muslim League and National Democratic Party, and the advocacy of 

the People's Party by the leaders of these parties, Khwaja Khair-Uddin, 
Malik Qasim and Begum Nasim Wali Khan, has led to great disappointment and 
suspicion not only among the people but also the members of these parties 
themselves. Many party members have not accepted the MRD. Begum Nasim 
Wali Khan herself acknoweldged this when she said, "The time has come to 
start a movement in the country, but movements cannot be started in minutes, 
hours or days. Public opinion has to be prepared first, because movements 
are started by the people, not by the leaders. It is necessary to create 
harmony among the members of the MRD parties. There is unity among the 
leaders, but the parties have not prepared their members for cooperation with 
the People's Party members." 


Cv 




















This statement shows clezrly that the MRD is an alliance of only the 
politicians, not of the members of the participating parties. The reason 
for the aloofness of the members from the alliance is that these individuals 
work among the people, and tley cannot offer any justification for the 
alliance with the People's Party of those same parties that began a 
movement among the people against this same People's Party. The people 
cannot start a movement at the request of an alliance that contains the 
People’s Party--a party engaged openly in terrorist and traitorous 
activities. According to this analysis, those leaders who have formed 

an alliance with the People's Party and joined the MRD, and now insist 

on remaining in this alliance, are not only preparing for political 
suicide, but have also created the most serious obstacles in the path of 
the efforts to restore democracy in the country. They have disappointed 
the people and engendered repugnance towards politics. 


As long as these parties do not acknowledge their mistake, leave the MRD 
and rescue themselves from this morass, the people will not listen to 
them and the country will not move toward a political solution. We think 
that the political leaders who have committed this foolishness, without 
taking their members into their confidence, lack the moral courage to 
confess their political error. It would be a better idea if the party 
members couragecusly tried to rescue their parties and their leaders from 
the MRD morass. There would then be some hope of finding a political 
solution and restoring political activity. The MRD platform is nothing 
less than a political sacrificial altar. The sacrifice of the country's 
politics and its democratic future on this alter should be prevented. 
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COMMENTARY ON DIVISIONS WITHIN MRD 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 21 Sep 82 p 3 


[Commentary by Raouf Tahir: “Lahore Diary: Whether for Medical Treatment 
or for Pleasure, Communist Landlords Always Head for the United States or 
Europe” ] 


[Text] From the becinning, Pakistan's experience with socialiem has been 
tragic. When Pakistan was created, the patrons of socialiem and socialists 
were major landowners, like Mian Iftikhar-Uddin. When socialiem became a 
public slogan in 1970, the leader of the movement was another sajor 
landowner who held 36,000 acres of land. The average socialist here who 
gained “class consciousness” through socialism strove to raise himself 
from the lower class to the middle class and from the middle to the upper 
class. One could name numerous individuals who acquired progressiveness 
when they were members of the oppressed class. But gradually, as a result 
of “class struggle,” their fortunes cha.ged and they left the lower class 
to join the middle class. 


A greatcontrast appears between the slogans and the actions of these 
Pakistani socialists. Whenever communist land owners have needed medical 
treatment, they have headed for American or Europe; and when they have felt 
inclined toward sightseeing, they have not gone to their favorite Red 
paradise but have headed for the so-called oppressive capitalist societies 
of Europe or the United States. Whenever they found conditions in their 
own country “unfavorable” they chose as their refuge the United States 

or a European country. This article was inspirad by the news that Shaheen 
Haneef Ramay, wife of the former progressive chief minister of Punjab, 
Haneef Ramay, is visiting Lahore. Her daughter has enrolled in Fatima 
Jinnah medical college and Mrs Ramay will be returning to the United 
States. Mr Haneef Ramay nowadays resides in his very spacious and 
magnificent house in California and owns a huge 10-pump gasoline station 
on Madrid Avenue. In this self-imposed exile, he is also a part-time 
lecturer at Gerkley. He has abandoned liberalism for Sufiem and has 
written a two-volume work on the subject that he is translating into 
English. He finds time for his long-time interest in painting and has 

no intention as yet of returning to his native country. 




















Dear reader! This is the same Haneef Ramay who, at one time, was a 
salaried publicity secretary of the late Ayub Khan's Convention League 
and used to sing the praises of his basic democracy. Then Ramay became 
a progressive savant and in Bhutto's administration became the minister 
of the treasury and later the chief minister. During this time, he 
announced the glad tidings at public gatherings, which in those days were 
the prerogative of only the People's Party, and in the Punjab assembly 
that “Asia's brow will be adorned with the vermilion of socialism." But 
he then left the ministerial office “in great disgrace," as the famous 
couplet goes. For a time, under the protection of Muslim League land- 
owners, he indulged in opposition politics; later, he formed his ow 
political party (Musawat) [Equality Party] under the slogan of "Dal Roti" 
["Bread and Soup"]. Nowadays, having given up the troubles of his "Dal 
Roti" phase, he is in American contemplating the problems of Sufism. 


Regarding the MRD even the leaders who have now given it a permanent 
structural form have been saying from the beginning that this is not a 
political alliance but rather a "political declaration," because the 
political parties appearing on a single political platform under the name 
of MRD share no common values except the slogan of “restoration of 
democracy." They have differing points of view and different interests; 
and most important of all, only a few years ago, the MRD's Tahrik-e 
Istiqlal, Jumhuri Party, Muslim League (Khair-Uddin group), NDP and Jamiat-e 
Ulema-e Islam (Maulana Fazl-ur-Rahman group) were part of the Pakistan 
National Alliance that only a few years ago started a historical movement 
against the oppressive, cruel and undemocratic power of the People's Party, 
now a member of the MRD; and to ensure the success of that movement, this 
country's numerous mothers suffered beatings at the hands of the army. 
Thousands were imprisoned and many sacrificed their young lives. 


This same Asghar Khan repeatedly said in public gatherings: “Let us in; 
when we come into office, we will hang Bhutto." One of the influential 
leaders of this same NDP,Wali Khan, said repeatedly after his release 
from the Hyderbad tribunal case that no one could release Bhutto because 
his actions had put him under God's arrest. After the end of the Bhutto 
period, the Muslim League's Khwaja Khair-Uddin ‘ould tell stories on the 
television about the cruelties he had suffered and would cry and try to 
make others cry. 


In view of these facts, the political alliance of these parties with the 
People's Party would have been a regrettable action that the average 
member would never have accepted. Hence, all the parties of the MRD 
adopted the attitude that theirs was not a political allinace but a 
political declaration. 





Then it gradually became clear that the People's Party wanted to turn the 
MRD into a political alliance and seize its leadership. The Tahrik-e 
Istiqlal people detected the "plot" a long time ago; ehnce, they remained 
adamant from the beginning that the MRD should not become a permanent 
organization, although it Asghar Khan had been free, Tahrik-e Istiqlal 

















might also have relented somewhat. But Asghar Khan remains under house 
arrest (for the last 1,000 days). He and his friends understand well that 
if MRD ever becomes a permanent organization, its leadership in all 
probability will go to Nusrat Bhutto of the People's Party. 


A few days before the announcement regarding MRD's permanent secretariat, 
Mushir Pesh Imam, with the permission of the government, met Asghar Khan 
in Abbotabad. According to the reports we have received, it was decided 
at this meeting that Tahrik-e Istiqlal should remain adamant on its 
previous position. 


According to informed sources at the defunct Jumhuri Party, the catalyst 
for the move to establish permanent secretariat of the MRD was Nawabzada 
Nasrullah Khan's letter, which he had written to his party's acting 
president, Mr Zainul Abidin, who placed the letter before a high-level 
meeting of the MRD Nawabzada wrote in his letter: "I do not think that 
the present leadership of the MRD, which is devoid of political insight 
and lacks decision-making strength, will try to make any decisions aimed 
at changing the present conditions." Regarding Tahrik-e Istigqlal, 
Nawabzada wrote, "These people do not want the present situation to change 
in any way." 


He also wrote in his letter: "A strong public movement as well as a 
vibrant and dynamic leadership is needed to change present conditions. 
But the situation here is such that even after a year and a half since 
its creation, MRD has not yet succeeded in establishing a permanent 
secretariat nor is there any arrangement for mutual contact among the 
members. During this time, there have been provincial organizations. 
There is no arrangement even for keeping records of the meetings. In 
view of such a lack of seriousness, how can a movement be started to 
change the present military government?” 


Informed sources state that Nawabzada's letter prompted the decision to 
give the MRD a permanent strucure. Nasrullah Khan, who earlier had been 
slinging barbs at Air Marshall Asghar Khan over the “united fronts’ policy," 
because of which Asghar Khan was allergic to Nawabzada, once again was 

able to defeat Asghar Khan and have an important decision taken contrary 

to the latter's views. 


Tahrik-e Istiqlal leaders reacted strongly against the complete disregard 
of their views in the mo-e to establish a permanent secretariat for the 
MRD Tahrik's acting leader, Sayyed Munir Shah, not only termed the move 
a deviation from the MRD's basic principles but also announced that Tahrik 
would choose its own lime of action. Sayyed Munir Shah did not stop 
there, but in his press conference he released to the press the letter 
Air Marshall Asghar Khan had written to the army during the '77 movement 
against Bhutto in which he had discussed in detail and with great feeling 
the injustices of the Bhutto administration. According to Tahrik-e 
Istiqlal circles, the reason for releasing the letter at this time was to 
hold up a mirror to the past actions of the People's party and to express 
the fact that they could sign a "political declaration" with a political 
party with such a shameful past but could not enter into a permanent 
alliance with it. 
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In addition to expressing their opposition through statements to the press, 
the leaders of Tahrik-e Istiqlal took a practical step to show their 
opposition to the decision by suspending their activities in the MRD 

and summoned an emergency meeting of the working committee to prepare a 
plan of action for the future. 


There are strong differences within Tahrik-e Istiqlal over Tahrik's 
continued relationship with MRD. Like Karachi's Nafees Siddiqi, Etezaz 
Ahsan here in Lahore enthusiastically supports cooperation with the People's 
Party, whereas other leaders consider the decision to establish a 

permanent secretariat for the MRD an insult to the Tahrik-e Istiqlal. 
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PAKISTAN 


ELECTION ISSUE, DEVELOPMENTS IN KARACHI EXAMINED 
Peshawar MASHRIQ in Urdu 17 Sep 82 Magazine p 8 


{Article by Ali Akhtar Rizvi: "On Pir Ali Mohammad Rashdi, Maulana 
Kausar Niazi and Khwaja Mohammad Safdar" ] 


[Text] Pir Ali Mohammad Rashdi and Maulana Kausar Niazi's articles and 
Federal Advisory Council Chairman Khwaja Safdar's statements are read 

with great concentration and study by political circles in Karachi. We 

pray to God that the impression these circles are gaining about the future 
political atmosphere of the country by reading between the lines of the 
articles and statements by these personalities is true. As far as Khwaja 
Safdar is concerned, his services regarding the restoration of democracy 
cannot be overlooked. As a member, and later as the chairman of the Federal 
Advisory Council, he has been presentitg the government's and his personal 
views regarding the elections and the restoration of democracy, and in 

light of the election commission's present activities and meetings held 

to prepare the electoral register, it has to be admitted that, being an 
intelligent politician, Khwaja Safdar's judgment in accepting membership 

in the Federal Council were correct. Some circles believe that the problem 
of restoring the national and provincial assemblies and electing the 

members through direct public vote is still unresolved, and that the 
election commission's current activities are merely preparing for local 
elections. It is possible that these views are correct. However, President 
Zia-ul-Haq and every minister of his government admits the fact that no 
government can be called strong and durable unless it has the confidence of 
the public. As far as the present administration is concerned, undoubtedly, 
the political circumstances and incidents of the past 5 years clearly 
indicate that it does have the full support of the Pakistani people. In 
spite of this, it is necessary that a clear and solid political system 

be restored in the country, one that not only harmonizes with the ideology 
of Pakistan but also reflects the Islamic sentiments of the public. 


During the reign of Field Marshal Ayub Khan, Pir Ali Mohammad, in his 
columns, used to draw Ayub Khan's attention through hints and references 
to Pakistan's situation in light of external developments. He provided 
opportunities for thinking and understanding to the Pakistani public by 
refering to the youth revolution in France and the movements initiated in 
India and other Asian countries in favor of democracy at that time. 
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After being relieved from advising the former government, Pir Ali Mohammad 
Rashdi is once again writing thoughtful articles these days. These articles 
illuminate in great detail the role of the working officials in Pakistan. 

It is not known, however, shy Pir Sahib avoided mention of the former 
government's era, in which, through the federal security force and other 
seni-military institutions, the politicians were driven like sheeps and 
goats. Pir Ali Mohammad Rashdi's solumns will certainly guide future 
historians. 


Although Maulana Kausar Niazi's columms are not directly connected with 
politics, the beautiful manner in which he describes the current 
circumstances facing the country gives the impression that, in view of the 
present circumstances, Maulana's political concern on 5 July 1977 was 
totally correct and genuine. Its proof is Mr Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi 
becoming the leader of the defunct provincial People's Party in place of 
Mumtaz Bhutto in Sind Province. Mumtaz Bhutto has repeatedly challenged 
this position. Following the middle path is mutually valued by Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoyi and Maulana Kausar Niazi. When Maulana Kausar Niazi and 
Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi were in power, they were surrounded by sincere 
workers and companions, but the opportunists also benefited from them 

a great deal. As far as Maulana Kausar Niazi is concerned, I have been 
well acquainted with him for almost 17 to 18 years. Thank God, being a 
minister, Maulana was the same Kausar Niazi to me as he was before he came 
into power. Since he left office, there still has been no difference in 
the warmth of his relations with me. Maulana's special quality, which 
distinguishes him from his other political collegues, is that even if his 
personal enemy comes to his house and asks for something, Maulana will not 
turn him down. Nevertheless, these are the people who change with the 
lapse of time. There are many senior journalists in Karachi today whose 
current employment is the result of Maulana's personal efforts. However, 
when these people have had a bit too much to drink, they first of all make 
their own benefactors the targets of their ego and gossip. Nevertheless, 
instead of Pir Pagara's predictions for holding elections in the country, 
the political circles of Karachi are now discussing the vicissitudes of 
Pir Ali Mohammad Rashdi and Maulana Kausar Niazi's views and Khwaja 
Safdar's newspaper statements. 


Whenever and wherever there is discussion about those who demonstrated 
bravery and sacrifice for Pakistan's integrity, solidarity and stability, 
young Rashid Minhas's name tops the list. This pilot trained by the 
Pakistani Air Force gave up his life during the 1971 war, but he defeated 
the efforts of a traitor country trying to seize a Pakistani Air Force 
plane. In view of Rashid Minhas's patriotism, he was awarded the country's 
highest military honor, Nishan-e-Haidar. Rashid Minhas was a unique 

youth in the world who, at the very outset of his career, was awarded 

the highest honor of his military life. The Pakistani Ari Force will 
certainly be ever proud of this young man. 


One of our readers has drawn our attention to the fact that whereas all 
the newspapers are publishing attractive news about an Indian film actor 
wounded during a shooting, no special articles and features have been 
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published in the newspapers to mark the anniversary of martyr Rashid 
Minhas. Our reader's complint is totally justified and correct. Since 
we too are the victims of this tardiness, what else can we do except 
apologise. However, the question here is: do the journalists alone have 
to fulfill all the national responsibilities? The responsibility lies in 
the hands of our national figures, as well. Certainly we should have 
utilized Rashid Minhas's martyrdom day to inspire that sense of sacrifice 
for the protection of which Rashid Minhas not only offered his life but 
also set a shining example for us. As far as the question of publishing 
news about the Indian actor is concerned, besides fulfilling national 
responsibilities, the newspapers also hold up to view the mental tendencies 
of the public. We all know the public's attitude about Indian films and 
actors. All the country's small and big cities are full of Indian film 
cassettes. In the field of culture, through the VCR, India has acquired 
all that it could not achieve through Amritsar television. 


The present campaign in Pakistan to reform society can also be a source 
of repulsing this heavy attack. An estimate of the manner in which nudity 
is advertised and sex is presented in Indian films can easily be made from 
the sale in shopping centers of Indian cassettes full of immodest songs. 


There is hardly a neighborhood in Karachi where at local shopping centers, 
cassettes of Indian films are not sold or available for rent. Noticing 
the boldness and indency with which these films are shown without censor- 
ship in our homes, the campign to reform society through Pakistani 
television and radio cannot prove fruitful. The essential thing is that 
just as the death penalty for drugs and smuggling is under consideration, 
in the field of culture as well, the death penalty should also be decreed 
for thos who spread nudity and indencency. 


Following the establishment of Pakistan, the example of sacrifices made 

by the Liaqatabad area of Karachi to safeguard the solidarity, integrity 
and ideology of the country can hardly be found in the Pak-Indian sub- 
continent. Up to the present day, no neighborhood or region of any 
subcontinent city has secured such an honor that during any period of our 
national life, whenever the people's wishes were violated, the area in 
question not only protested but made sacrifices in lives to end the system 
of oppression and looting. Whether it is Ghulam Mohammad's dictatorship, 
Ayub Khan's dictatorial system or Bhutto's antipublic era, during every 
age Liaqatabad's people led elements throughout the country in support of 
democracy to safeguard the public rights. During the past 34 years, there 
were few rulers whose hands were not stained with the blood of the unarmed 
but courageous people of Liagatabad. It is incorrect to think of 
Liaqatabad as only one neighborhood of the city since its collective 
population is more than 70 percent of the country's citizens [as published]. 
An entire continent's civilization and culture lives here under the 
ideology of a single nation. During every ear, this area's people remained 
the flag-bearers of the ideology of Pakistan, and in this matter they never 
agreed to compromise in the face of force, corruption or greed. This way 
of thinking of Liaqatabad's inhabitants turned every government coming into 
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power in the country against them. The result was that despite having one 
of the few big populations and shopping centers in the city, this area was 
overlooked in every era. The government is not practically involved in 
those big buildings and markets, instead of huts, that are seen in 
Liaqatabad today. Rather, they are the result of the personal efforts and 
struggles of the area's people. Since Liagatabad was always perceived as 
an antigovernment area, the local administration as well, fearing the 
federal government, regarded even planning for this region's progress 
equal to an invitation for their own punishment. During the former 
government's era, in the course of the ceremony opening Liaqatabad's 
supermarket, the former administration, with the cooperation of a few 
opportunists of the area, tried to give the impression that Liaqgatabad's 
people also acknowledged the leadership of the former administration. Not 
only did they fail badly in that endeavor, the leader of this effort dared 
not saty in Liagatabad more than a few minutes. 


During the past 34 years in the history of Liaqatabad, it is the first time 
that an incident has i.ken place that practically proves that the current 
government not only realizes the problems of Liaqatabad's inhabitants but 
wants to solve the problems of this vast and expanded region. The 
provincial government of Sind gets an income of millions of rupees from 
this region. Over the past 34 years, however, the provincial government 
has never felt the need to establish any health institution in an area of 
more than 800,000 inhabitants. Nevertheless, the educational institutions 
established by the private sector were nationalized, thus fulfilling the 
educational needs to an extent. 


While the current government has begun serious efforts to solve the basic 
problems of Karachi, it has also started to pay attention to the fundamental 
problems of Liaqatabad's people. Very quietly, therefore, in the heart of 
Liaqatabad, preparations were under way for the establishment of a Sind 
government hospital furnished with modern equipment. The people of Karachi 
received the glad tidings of the establishment of this hospital when the 
governor of Sind, Lt Gen S.M. Abbasi, reached Liaqatabad to perform the 
opening ceremony. Undoubtedly, the personal interest of provincial 
minister of health Mr Ahad Yusaf alsw played a role in the establishment 

of this hospital. It could be said that this is the first incident in the 
history of Sind wherein the provincial government felt the need to 
establish new health institution in Karachi at its own expense; otherwise, 
this responsibility was entrusted to Karachi municipality. As a result, 
even today the local council is under the burden of hundreds of thousands 
of rupees in debt. The slackness shown in acquainting the public with the 
provincial government's feat indicates that the selfish elements do not wish 
for the public to be informed about the efforts being undertaken by the 
current administration to solve the problems of Liaqatabad's people. In 
this regard, the bureaucracy is also collaborating with selfish people. In 
the past, our bureaucracy used to make such loud announcements of their 
paper schemes that nothing else could be heard. But now it does not feel 
the need to inform the public about such a worthwhile project in Liaqatabad 
by the Sind government, the very first accomplishment on government level 

in this region's history. The bureaucracy's attitude indicates that they do 
not want the good work done by the government and the administration's 
achievements to be effectively presented to the pubiic. 
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PAKISTAN 


BALUCHISTAN GOVERNOR COMMENTS ON CURRENT SITUATION 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 6-26 Aug 82 pp 267-271 


{Interview with Governor of Baluchistan Lt Gen Rahim on the occasion of 
Independence Day: “Some Interested Elements Wanted To Take Advantage of 
Baluchistan's Special Geopolitic Position. No Sardar Will Be Allowed To 
Stand In the Way of Developmental Process. Law and Order Situation Is 
Highly Satisfactory."; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Baluchistan is Pakistan's most sensitive province. 
Its geopolitic position in Southwest Asia has placed this 
province at the focus of attention of the big-power 
struggle for warm water access. Because of the province's 
special geopolitic background, the task of administering 
it is not only difficult but requires delicate handling. 
Lt Gen Rahim-Uddin Khan, in his capacity as governor of the 
province, has been entrusted with this delicate task. 

He has been executing his duties of maintaining law and 
order with great success. The governor of Baluchistan, 

in his special interview with HURMAT, deals at length with 
the socio-economic development to be implemented in the 
province under the martial law administration, law and 
order and the political situation. Here we present 
Governor Lt Gen Rahim Khan's special interview. 


[Question] Some opponents of the government say that the law and order 
situation in the province is not satisfactory, the life and property of the 
people are not safe, crime is common and the government has failed to bring 
criminals to justice. 


[Answer] The law and order situation in the province has never been better 
than under the present government, and this is confirmed by the report 
regarding the reduction in the crime rate in the province in 1980. The crime 
rate in Baluchistan is the lowest in the country. In Baluchistan, the crime 
rate is 5.12 percent, whereas in the Punjab it is 56.6 percent, in Sind 24.6 
percent and in the Frontier 15.6 percent. 


The rapid rate of development in Baluchistan is yet another proof of the 
fact that conditions in the province are peaceful, and the fact that the 
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development process in the far and remote areas is proceeding unhindered also 
point to the same thing. Political leaders representing public opinion have 
also applauded the present government's policies and have voiced their 
support. I think you will agree with me that even in the most civilized 
countries in the world there are reactionary elements who are opposed to 

the most civili_ed governments. Baluchistan is a province that had its 

own tribal system of administration for centuries. Now the province is 
passing through a transitional period, education is replacing ignorance and 

a change is taking place in the thinking of the people. Thus, opposition 
from certain circles may be perceived as a natural reaction. 





l can say with confidence that the law and order situation in Baluchistan 
is perfectly normal. No one's life and property are in danger. The life 
and property of the people are completely safe, rate of crime has dropped 
and the government is ready to deal with criminals. 


[Question] All of the former governments jailed the sardars [chiefs] of the 
Mengal, Bizenjo and Murree tribes and other sardars. But these sardars are 
not taking up arms against the present government. What conclusion can be 
drawn from this? Are the sardars frightened of the present government or 
have their political problems been solved? Are there any political 
prisoners in the jails in this province? 


[Answer] First of all I would like to stress that we believe in an honest, 
selfless and sincere government. The problems facing our government are 
totally different from those of the previous governments. As far as 
detention and imprisonment of the sardars during the previous governments 
are concerned, you are aware of the conditions leading to these arrests. 
You know that the people of Baluchistan are as patriotic as the people of 
the Punjab, Sind and Frontier Provinces. In the past they were made victims 
of repression and the reacted to this repression. They are not terrorists 
but were forced to take up arms. Today there are no political prisoners 

in the jails in Baluchistan. To make up for the excesses committed against 
them it is necessary to work honestly and selflessly in Baluchistan. 

We respect them as human beings and they respond in kind. All the tribes 
in Baluchistan are living peacefully. Their cooperation in the field of 
development is praiseworthy. I am fully satisfied with them and they too, 
in turn, are content with the government, because the government healed the 
wounds inflicted by the previous governments. We rehabilitated the people 
who were left without homes during the disturbances in 1977 and we restored 
their civil rights. We did not keep them in the dark. 





The people of this province believe that its future development depends on 

a peaceful atmosphere. They believe that they have the same rights as the 
people in other provinces and have made up their minds that they will not 

be misled by passionate slogans of self-seeking elements, because such 
elements raise these slogans for the sake of special interests. They also 
know that certain interested elements would like to take advantage of the 
special geopolitical position of Baluchistan for their own particular ends. 
But the people of Baluchistan have decided not to allow themselves to be 
deceived anymore. They naturally feel secure and satisfied after having rid 
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themselves of age old backwardness and economic deprivations. Baluchis are 
as good Pakistanis as the people living in other provinces and they are 
satisfied with their overall participation in the affairs of the province. 
We have no hostility with any sardar, but at the same time we will not allow 
anyone to stand in the way of development. We are working for the entire 
population of Baluchistan and not for the privileged few. 


[Question] There are Afghan refugees in Baluchistan. What is the provincial 
government doing for them? Has the influx of Afghan refugees into 
Baluchistan created any political, social or financial problems? 


[Answer] There are 580,000 Afghan refugees in Baluchistan and they are 
settled in 40 tent cities. We are building 24 more tent settlements to 
accommooate a further influx of Afghan refugees in the province. We have 

a complete organization to look after the welfare of Afghan refugees. 

The federal government is spending 2.2 billion rupees with the participation 
of international organizations. Out of this, 550 million rupees have been 
allocated for Baluchistan. In addition to food, housing and medical and 
health facilities, every Afghan refugee is given a daily allowance of 

50 paisa [half a rupee]. Arrangements are being made to provide drinking 
water, schools and self-help projects. All of the refugees are being brought 
together and tent townships are being built for them in areas far away from 
the local population. 


Refugees may have internal problems but the influx of Afghan refugees has 
not created any political, social or financial problems for Baluchistan. 


[Question] Afghan planes have violated Pakistan's air space many times in 
the Baluchistan region. What is the reaction of the people to this? 


[Answer] The local population in Baluchistan seriously condemned the 
violation of Pakistan's airspace. In the Dobandi area the local population 
opened fire on the Afghan planes. The violation of Pakistan's airspace by 
the Afghan planes has further strengthened the bonds of unity among the 
people of Baluchistan and has made them still more cautious about their 
defense. 


[Question] What new development projects were launched during the past 
5 years and how many of these have been completed so far? How much aid has 
been provided by the federal government for these projects? 


[Answer] Compared with other provinces, the development projects in 
Baluchistan present a totally different picture. To understand the various 
aspects of the development process in Baluchistan it is necessary to 
understand the special incompatibilities prevailing in this province. 

In this context, the following points have to be kept in mind: 


1. Development projects were started in the Punjab, Frontier and Sind 
Provinces immediately after the establishment of Pakistan. But during this 
period there was no idea of any development projects for Baluchistan. 
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2. Conditions in the Punjab and other provinces were conducive for starting 
development programs, whereas in Baluchistan many geographical and 
territorial problems had to be solved. Besides, there is no basic framework 
for any development projects in the province. Lack of transportation 
facilities, like an adequate road system, tops the list, and this is the 
main reason for the tremendous expenses incurred in transporting goods to 
remote regions in the province. 


3. Baluchistan covers a very wide area. It is spread over 134,000 square 
miles, which constitutes 42 percent of the total area of Pakistan. It is 
sparsely populated and only 3 percent of the total population of the country 
lives in Baluchistan. In other words, any development projects carried out 
in Baluchistan would benefit only 3 percent of the total population in the 
country. 


4. The climate in the upper parts of Baluchistan is extremely cold, whereas 
the lower parts of the province suffer from high temperature. Due to these 
weather conditions, the people of the province live a nomadic life, so that 
the development process cannot be of much help to the people. 


5. Because of the tribal way of life, the social structure of this province 
is quite different from that of other provinces. During past decades, 
extraordinary conditions prevailed in this province. When the present 
government came into power an atmosphere of political friction existed 

that was hindering progress and development. 


6. When the present government took over the helm, the people of Baluchistan 
were skeptical about the aims and objectives of the government. The 
government therefore had to give top priority to bridging the gulf separating 
the government from the people. We restored the confidence of the people 

and we brought ourselves closer to the people. Since this government does 
not have any political designs, we worked with sincerity and with the help 

of God the confidence of the people in the government was restored. 


The present government got a number of unnecessary projects in its legacy 
in the province that did not conform to the wishes of the people. We could 
not discard these projects altogether but neither did we finish them 
completely. For us there was only one way and that was to go ahead and, 
starting with these unfinished projects as a basis, improve them or rectify 
them. 


Prevailing backwardness in Baluchistan has made heavy financial expenses 
necessary to complete short term projects as soon as possible without 
having to abandon the long-term projects. 


The present government, after assuming power and while keeping all the 

above facts in mind, set to work with full vigor and determination, within 
its Limited resources. With our untiring and sincere efforts, we have 
succeeded in increasing the provincial budget from 340 million rupees to 

650 million. Besides this, 860 million rupees have been obtained for special 
development projects. In addition, the federal authorities are also spending 
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1.3 billion rupees. Time does not allow us to give a detailed account of 
various development projects for the last 5 years, but we can provide a 
short survey of the development projects scheduled to be completed within 
the next 5 years. 


It is a bitter fact that Baluchistan was not supplied Sui natural gas, even 
though this gas is produced in the province. The president has promised the 
people of Baluchistan natural gas within 2 years. According to the 
president's instructions, 400 million rupees has been allocated to lay 

a gas pipeline from Shikarpur to Quetta. The work on this projecc is 
expected to be completed by December of this year. In addition to the 

money being spent for installation of the pipeline, another 210 million 
rupees will be spent on the distribution of gas. 


Up to 1976, the total grid load in the p_~vince was not more than 30 megawatts; 
now it is 132 megawatts. Similarly, up to 1976 only 18 villages were supplied 
with electricity. But now, during the past 5 years, 267 villages have been 
provided with electricity. We are planning to supply electricity to 300 

more villages by the end of 1982. 


At this time, with a 200-megawatt grid load in the province, it is not 
possible to extend the existing electric supply system to remote areas of 
Baluchistan like Zhobe, Ziarat, Loralai, Khozdar, Dera Bugti, Harnai and 
Chagh. Therefcre, we are planning to increase the present electric power 
supply by another 220 megawatts. We have supplied electricity to Othal and 
Bella districts from Karachi. Transmission lines have been extended to 
Quetta and Muslim Bagh. Similarly, transmission lines have been extended 
in the east to Fort Saifullah and in the south to Mastung, Mingo Char and 
Qalat. In the field of communications, much has yet to be done. The federal 
government has taken over construction of major roads: Karachi-Khezdar; 
Quetta-Chaman; Jacobabad-Sibi (Quetta and Quetta Zhob-Dera Ismail Khan. 

This has helped reduce provincial expenditures. RCD Highway has been 
completed and Loralai-Dera Ismail Khan Road is in its final stages of 
construction. Work on the coastal roads in Makaran is also in progress. 
Coming now to the livestock sector, since 80 percent of the population in 
Baluchistan rears cattle, every person in the province has on an average 

3 sheep and 1 goat. Government has started two major projects at a cost 

of 240 million rupees. 


In the water supply sector, our government has spent a total of 1.42 billion 
rupees on 300 different projects. It is our sincere desire to supply 
drinking water to every nook and corner in Baluchistan. In education we 
have spent 250 million rupees in the last 5 years. In this context, our 
main goal has been to improve primary education and along with this to 
improve the condition of 27 colleges and other educational institutions. 


As far as health services are concerned, rural areas were totally neglected 
in the past. We have established a number of health centers in villages and 
remote areas and have supplied these centers with adequate quantities of 
medicine. At present there are about 250 hospitals and dispensaries 
throughout the province. 
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[Question] Will you enlighten us on the progress achieved in the industrial 
sector? 


[Answer] We have made sufficient progress in the iadustrial sector. 


Gadani Ship Building industry is the third largest of its kind and employs 
10,000 workers. Besides this, work on the Saindak Copper project is expected 
to start shortly. The copper project is the second most important industrial 
project in Pakistan after the steel mill. 


Due to limited provincial resources, the federal government is willingly 
providing funds. In 1977-78 the federal government granted 750 million 
rupees to Baluchistan, whereas in 1982 the expenditure was 1.3 billion 
rupees. In addition to this, the federal government granted an additional 
128.5 million rupees to make up for the deficit in the budget. 


The interest the federal government is taking in the development of 
Baluchistan can be seen from the inauguration of the special development 
program for the province. Friendly countries will contribute 20 billion 
rupees, of which 860 million will be spent during the current fiscal year. 


[Question] Generally speaking, only privileged people benefit from 
development programs. In what way has the comman man gained from the 
development programs in Baluchistan? 


[Answer] When a government does not have any political interests, it does 
not adopt a discriminatory policy. In this connection, we will have to 
examine the development programs worked out for economic development of 
Baluchistan. 


In the current annual budget, special attention has been devoted to rural 
development. Plans have been worked out to extend general facilities to 
rural areas. These include water, electricity and gas. To ensure that 

the common man gets maximum benefit from the development projects, local 
councilors have been included in large numbers in the development programs. 
The federal government has started a special development program for 1982-83. 
Primary education, health services, roads, providing tractors to farmers and 
supplying drinking water are some of the items included in this program. 

As can be seen, all these projects are directed at providing collective 
benefits. 


[Question] Baluchistan is a backward province. What facilities are being 
provided to the private sector for establishing i:dustries? During the past 
5 years, to what extent has the private sector advanced in this field? 


{Answer] The federal government has provided a number of incentives for 
establishing industries in the province. These include exemption of duty on 
imported industrial machinery, exemption of tax and exemption of 5.5 percent 
of profit. In addition to these, two industrial estates are being set up, 
one at Hub and the other at Quetta. I think that the reaction of the 
industrialists is quite encouraging, because so far we have issued 700 
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no-objection certificates for setting up different industries in Baluchistan. 
I am sure you will agree with me that the development of industrial 
facilities requires a long period of time. Centuries-old discrepancies 
cannot be rectified overnight. I believe that the measures we have adopted 
will be conducive to creating suitable conditions that wil help accelerate 
the growth of industries on the basis of local products. 


[Question] Baluchistan is rich in minerals. One cf thc charges being 
leveled is that the government has been handing over these mines to 
“waderas™ [landlords] and sardars and that the mineworkers are thus being 
deprived of their benefits. What measures have been taken to rectify this 
situation? 


[Answer] As far as the charges that the mines are being given on contract 
to the sardars in exchange for paltry sums of money are concerned, these 
charges are baseless. But it is true that we did not impose restrictions 
on giving the miner to the sardars. In accordance with the established 
practice, mines are given on a first come first served basis, irrespective 
of who that first perser turns out to be--a sardar or a common man. 

So far, 380 prospective licenses and 245 mining licenses have been duly 
issued. There are not so many sardars in Baluchistan and the number of 
sardars who have been attracted to mining does not exceed 12. I think that 
these sardars, instead of depriving the poor of their money, will thenmseives 
work and earn their living. Similarly, no restrictions have been placed on 
allotting mines to people coming from other provinces. They too can * ake 
mines on a contract basis provided they are prepared to take local people 
into partnership in view of the prevailing economic and local conditions. 
The mining industry was totally neglected in the past. We are now trying 
to draw the attention of more and more investors to the mining sector. 


Mines are located in isolated places and we are prepared to build roads to 
help investors reach those places. We are also prepared to provide water 
and electricity on a priority basis. 


As far as providing benefits to the workers is concerned, they are given 
adequate wages for their labor. Coal mine workers receive salaries ranging 
from 800-2,500 rupees per month. On the other hand, workers engaged in 
marble and chromite mines receive monthly wages ranging from 600-1, 200. 

I would like to point out that a person receiving a salary of 1,000 rupees 
does aot come under the category of a worker. Despite this, in case of 
death or an accident of such a person, mine contractors do not refuse 
suitable compensation because they cannot afford the displeasure of the 
jocal workers. Government has also provided miners with housing, 
transportation and medical facilities. 


[Question] It is being said that remote places in Baluchistan do not have 
good roads, electricity and water and that the people living in these 
isolated places are facing unemployment, food shortage, and housing 
difficulties. What is the actual situation? 








[Answer] All this is incorrect. Baluchistan today is totally different 
from what it was in the past. Most of the regions in Baluchistan do have 
roads, electricity and water, and we are making every effort to provide 
these facilities to every nook and cranny in the province. It is not easy 
to provide such facilities to a small number of people scattered over a vast 
area of land extending over 134,000 square miles. It is natural that these 
facilities should first of all be provided to cities and towns. We would 
like to provide basic facilities to rural areas on a priority basis. 

Special development programs to which I referred earlier have been launched 
to achieve these objectives. Besides this, under “special project plans", 
development programs have been extended to include backward areas. As far as 
the first part of your question is concerned, I would like to state that 

the population of Baluchistan is 3 percent of the total population of the 
country and that 80 percent of the people are cattle breeders. This 
occupation is such that all the members of the family have to be preoccupied 
with looking after the cattle. 


Due to a scarcity of water, agriculture is almost extinct in Baluchistan. 


The real problem is the shortage of manpower and, because of this, 
unemployment does not constitute a serious problem in Baluchistan. 
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BIZENJO INVITED TO ROUNDTABLE 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 1, 6 


{Article by Siddiq Baluch] 


{Text ] 


Mir Ghous Bakhsh Bizen jo, Presi- 
dent of the defunct Pakistan Na- 
tional Party was the first to receive 
a verbal invitation to attend a 


Maulana Mohammad Hassan Hagq- 


According to reliable sources, 
the RTC will be held sometime in 
Nuvember 


PNA criticised 

Earlier, talking to newsmen at 
the Masti Khan Lodge, Mr. Bizenjo 
aid that the component parties of 
the defunct PNA were responsible 
for the imposition of Martial Law 
und it was their responsibility to 
bring back democracy and restore 
political rights denied to the 
peuple. 
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siuns among political parties. 


2k 


Mr. Bizenjo claimed that the 
1973 Constitution stood abrogated 
as the imposition of Martial Law 


elections, he said. He did not agree 


to a correspondent’s suggestion 
that a Legal Framework Order, like 


Mr. Bizenjo criticised the arrest | 
of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. He 
said Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was 
# most respected leader and was 
working for solidarity and integrity 
of the country. He demanded his 
immediate and unconditional | 
release. 
cation with Sardar Ataullah Kh 
Mengal and: Nawab Khair 


-Marri, the two Baluch leaders how 
in self-exile in Britain and Af- 


ghanistan, respectively. 














MRD'S PLEA FOR CONFIDENCE IN PEOPLE 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 12 


Convenor of the Movement for 
[Text } Restoration of Democracy (MRD), 
Mr Arshad Chaudhri, has called 
upon the Government to take the 
people of Pakistan and Kashmir 
into confidence for seeking any sol- 
ution to the Kashmir problem. 

Announcing the decisions of the 
MRD meeting which was held in 
the city on Saturday evening, Mr 
Arshad Chaudhri told newsmen 
that any solution to the Kashmir 
problem which did not recognise 
the right of the Kashmiri people to 
self-determination would not be 
acceptable. 

He expressed his satisfaction 
over the movement launched by 
the legal community and said it was 
heartening that the lawyers gave 
priority to the issues of national im- 
portance than their own problems. 


tlhe was glad to see thet the 
Lauwvers have integrated thei de- 
mands with those of the MRD — 
revival of 1973 Constitution, resto- 
ration of democracy and funda- 
mental rights of the people, hold- 
ing of general elections and trasn- 
fer of power. He criticised the re- 
cent amendments in the Bar 
Councils Act and Legal Practition- 
ers Act and arrest of the lawyers. 

Iie suid that all lawyer members 


of political parties inthe MRD have ° 


been instructed to fully participate 


in the struggle of the advocates as } 


he considered their struggle as 
Just. 

He extended his full cooperation 
tothe legal community and said the 
MRD was considering some “con- 
crete steps” in support of the 
luwvers. He did not elaborate his 
pont. 

He advised the Government not 
t) take uny severe action against 
the detained lawyers and other 
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political prisoners arrested on dif! 
terent charges- 

He also criticised the detention 
of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and 
pointed out the double standards ot 
the Government in dealing with 
different political , parties: 
Elaborating, he said, the Secretary, 
General of a defunct political partv 
was recently allowed tw tour the 
NWFP, and the movements of Kha 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan were re 


— | 


Mazdoor Kissan Party, will take’ 
over as Convenor of MRD for 
November from today (Monday). | 
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GHAFFAR KHAN CRITICIZES VIOLENCE IN POLITICS 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 6 


[Text ]} 


cso: 
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> 
< 
* 
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— 
ni 


He said revolution was destined 
for every state in the world aod 
only alive and sensible nations 
could survive the fatal destruction 
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CHILDREN'S VILLAGE SET UP IN NWFP 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 4 


[Text ] 


PESHAWAR, Oct 31: The SOS 
children’s village, second of its 
kind, inaugurated at Dhodial 
yesterday by NWFP Governor Lt- 
Gen. Fazle Haq, wili also serve as a 
summer holiday camp for the 
children from the Lahore village, 
thus introducing a unique facility 
for orphans in Pakistan. 

Plans are under way to establish 
SOS villages at Karachi, 
Rawalpindi and Faisalabad. 

The NWFP Governor donated Rs. 
2 lakh for the SOS village. 


The distinctive character of SOS 
children’s villages is that they pro- 
vide a normal family-type environ- 
ment for the children, with the con- 
ditions as similar as possible to the 
natural homes of which they have 
been deprived. 

The village, which consists of 15- 
20 family homes, serves the need of 
multi-purpose community centre, a 
dispensary, an infirmary, a nursery 
school, a workshop, a grocery shop 
and an administration office. 

In the SOS village, a child re- 
ceives care and shelter and learns 
to live in harmony with friends and 
neighbours. Ample grounds are 
provided for sports and games. 

The children are encouraged to 
participate in gardening and other 
activities related to proper mainte 
nance of premises. 

Inaugurating the village, the 
Governor called ypon philanthro- 
pists and well-to-do people to come 
forward to help such organisations 
as they were running on voluntary 
busis. 

The Governor also donated four 
acres from the Government lands. 
The ‘construction of the village, 
which had started in May this year, 
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society tomorrow. In this context 
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society. This was available in soci- 
ety to the vast majority of children. 

He added that society owed a 
moral obligation to provide an in- 














QUOTAS IN TRADE WITH INDIA LIKELY 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 6 


(Text } 


CSO: 


LAHORE. Oct 31: The Federal 
Government is considering a prop- 
wsal for the implementation of a 
formula of “quota system” for local 
importers, regarding restricted 
trade in the private sector with 
India. 

Authoritative sources informed 
“Dawn” that to channelise the flow 
of imports from India certain limits 
would be set for the intending trad- 
ers from Karachi and the up. 
country areas. Equitable distribu- 
tion of quota for import items from 
India would be ensured to avoid 
overflow of a particular item, 
which might cause any negative cf- 
tect on the foreign exchange posi- 
tren on the one hand and the ac- 
cepted principles of demand and 
supply on the other. 

Meanwhile the tentative list of 
about 45 items for imports from In- 
dia has been described officially as 
under: tea, betel leaves, betal nuts, 
seeds vegetable, fruits and flowers, 
vegetable plants for dyeing, cutch 
and gambier. essential oils, books, 
(technical professional and relig.- 
ous only) spices, excluding chillis 
turmeric and cumin seeds, resin 
bused chemicals, steel strips for 
manufacture of razor blades, dy 
coaltar, viscose fibre and v» 
calculators and calcul 
machines, ball bearings (permiss:- 
ble sizes only), lifts and escalators, 
cane plaster, cutter binder, potato 
or onion diggers, rice spreat trans- 
planters, rotary cutters, rotary B 
iutters, rofav aters, spinner 
broadcasters. drilling rigs, postal 
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Five items, included in the origi- 
nal list of SO items, are understood 
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SERICULTURE DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS LAUDED 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 7 


[Text } 


cso: 


4200/93 


sub-sector in Sind and other ment and under-employment 
parts of the country. The Sind are widespread. 
Government has started silk- 

worm breeding by planting Promotion of sericulture will 
mulberry on a big scale near also provide a wide base for silk 
Hyderabad. Improved mul- yarn-making and weaving and 
berry varieties imported from thus give an impetus to the 
Japan, China and South Korea local silk industry. Promotion 
have been raised over 120 acres of sericulture and production 
of land. It is for the first time of silk cocoons in abundance 
that autumn silk-worm rearing will encourage silk yarn ip- 
is being attempted during the dustry. Mechanieal production 
October. period. of silk yarn in the country on a 
Earlier in the year, 160 packets large scale will reduce the de- 
of silk-worm eggs were im- pendence of the weaving in- 
ported from Japan and Brazil dustry on imported silk yarn, 
and were used for rearing valued at Rs. 12 million 


Women's Division of the Fed- ists in the investment schedule, 
eral Government has also in- will not only ensure the supply 
itiated a scheme for the promo- of fine quality yarn for silk 
tion and practice of sericulture fabrics woven in the country 
as a gainful vocation for women but, in turn, 

in the countryside.- It is boost to silk 


practised as a cottage industry hicrative vocation. 1 
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BRIEFS 


BLACK LIST OF LAWYERS--It has been learned through reliable sources that the 
Ministry of Law is preparing a list of those lawyers who work as legal advisors 
or consultants for the official or semi-official bodies and who are also openly 
opposing the recent amendments in the Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils Act. 
The Ministry is thinking on the lines that if these lawyers continue their 
opposition to the government, their contracts and consultancies will be abol- 
ished. [Text] [Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 28 Oct 82 p 4] 


MRD AND KHWAJA KHAIRUDDIN--Certain MRD [Movement for the Restoration of 
Democracy] leaders strongly believe, rather they have said, they have proof 
that Khwaja Khairuddin [Head, Muslim League (Khairuddin Group)] has a tacit 
understanding with the government. The MRD leaders have therefore decided 
that Khwaja Khairuddin will not be invited to any of their important meetings. 
They have also agreed that all their important decisions will be made in in- 
formal meetings and only such matters will be decided upon in their formal 
meetings (in which Khwaja Khairuddin will aiso participate) which are meant to 
be conveyed to the government. [Text] [Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 28 Oct 82 


p 4] 


CASSETTES OF LEADER'S SPEECHES--A large number of cassettes of the speeches of 
a former leader are rumored to have been smuggled into Pakistan from across the 
border. The smugglers, it is said, want to use these cassettes the same way as 
Imam Khomeyni’s speeches were used durirg the shah’s regime in Iran. But it 
has been learned that as soon as these cassettes arrived in various cities of 
Pakistan, government agencies seized them in large quantities. [Text] 
[Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 14 Oct 82 p 4] 


WHO AFTER ZIAUL HAQ?--It has been learned that the talks and discussions going 
on between the leaders of various defunct political parties have been unable to 
resolve the hypothetical matter of succession to Zia. Given the supposition 
that all political parties unite and launch a countrywide movement against the 
present government and, as a result of that movement, President Zia resigns, 
what will happen afterwards? Pondering over this question, majority of the 
leaders have concluded that after General Zia leaves, power cannot and will 
not be transferred to a civilian government; rather, it will stay in the hands 
of the army. The leaders are therefore asking themselves: If power cannot 
come into civilian hands what is the use of launching a movement? [Text] 
[Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 21 Oct 82 p 4] 

















STUDENTS ON PUTIGLR STRIXE--Several students belonging to different educa- 
tional institutions of the remote parts of the Province have reportedly gone 
on hunger strike in support of their demands. This was stated by General 
Secretary of the Jiye Sind Students’ Federation, Khawaja Ghulam Hussain, 
while addressing a Press conference in Karachi on Saturday. The main reason 
for their hunger strike was stated to be delay in their trial, he said. If 
tried by a court of law and convicted, they would have got a year of prison 
sentences. But he added, they are in jails for more than two years. [Text] 
{Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 12] 


HYDERABAD BAR BODY STRIKE--Hyderabad, 31 Oct--All the members of Hyderabad 
Bar Association today observed complete strike to protest against the arrest 
and conviction of Karachi and Lahore lawyers. The lawyers boycotted pro- 
ceedings of all judicial and revenue courts in the district and assured 

full cooperation and support to their brother lawyers throughout the country 
in their just struggle for acceptance of their genuine demands. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 12] 


NEWSMAN SENT TO JAIL--Lahore, 31 Oct--A Summary Military Court today sent 

Mr Mohammad Idrees Butt, Lahore Correspondent of Daily "AMN', Karachi, to 

Camp Jail on 14 days judicial remand. He was arrested on Oct 27 under Martial 
Law Regulations in connection with the 1978, “Pamphlet Case." In this case 
four persons were required by the Martial Law authorities. The trial of 

three has been completed out of which two accused were given imprisonments 

and one of them was acquitted by the Military Court. According to details, 

Mr Idrees is allegedly involved in the case and was wanted by the authorities. 
A case was registered against him with the Old Anarkali police station in 1978. 
On Oct 27 he was arrested. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Nov 82 p 12] 
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OUTLOOK FOR SOCIALIST PARTIES IN 1983 ELECTIONS DISCUSSED 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 21 Sep 82 p 93 


{Article by Chatcharin Chaiyawat: “The Future of the United Socialist Front Party 
end the 1983 Election”) 


[Text] The socialist parties once generated great alarm among the conservative 
politicians when they fought in the election and were given victory by the 
people in several provinces after 14 October 1973. 


But since then, the purge by the antisocialist movement and the right-wing 
conservative groups has destroyed the role of the socialist parties. In the 
election held about 4 years ago, the socialist parties were soundly defeated 
on the parliamentary stage. 


In the coming election to be held in 1983, a question worth asking is whether 
these parties can put up much of a fight in the parliamentary process and if 
so how. 


The Weakness of Socialist Thinking 


Socialist ideology, which spread among the students, intellectuals and scholars 
during the period 14 October 1973 to 6 October 1976, created a mass force on 
the Thai political stage. But the persecution by and confront .ion with the 
cruel dark powers caused most of the forces of this ideological group to shift 
to a different form of struggle. That is, they “repudiated the parliamentary 
system” and joined the armed struggle together with the communists. 


The mass leaders with socialist thinking who went and took up arms were partly 
responsible for the fact that those socialists who continued to fight using 
the parliamentary system became weaker and weaker until it reached the point 
where two cf the socialist parties, that is, the Socialist Party of Thailand 
and the United Socialist Front Party, disbanded and joined together to form 
the Social Democracy Party. 


During that period, even though the two parties cooperated in order to strengthen 
their position and survive in the election of April 1979, these parties lacked 


capeble veople both in the verde and among the masses who supported the party. 
Thus, they were soundly defeat 


in that election. 





























But while student leaders, intellectuals, laborers, farmers and others who 
suscribe to socialist thinking have had conflicts with the communists and left 
the jungle, this does not mean that they will be able to create a force to 
support and give new life to the socialist parties. 


Several of the factors worth discussing in this context are: 
1. Some socialists who left the jungle have abandoned the political struggle. 


2. Some socialists who left the jungle still want to wage a political struggle 
but they do not see the need to wage 4 parliamentary struggle. 


3. Some socialists who left the jungle agree with waging a parliamentary struggle 
but they feel that the political parties that have real power will be able 
to play a greater role than the greatly-weakened socialist parties. 


Besides this, something special that has happened during the past 2-3 years 
is that socialist thinking throughout the worldhas been shaken and this has 
played a part in greatly reducing the strength of these political parties. 





Thus, concerning the election in 1983, many groups tend to agree that the socialist 
parties have no further role to play in parliament. 


The Method of Struggle of the Socialist Parties 


The New Force Party will probably continue to play a role in parliament, a 
role slightly greater than that of the Social Democracy Party. It has said 
that, like the Social Democracy Party, it will field the full slate of 161 
candidates as required by the constitution. But at present, the New Force 
Party still has a few MPs in parliament. 


If the election is fought using a combined-zone, single-slate form, the chance 

of these two parties surviving in order to have an opportunity to use the parlia- 
mentary stage in their struggle is very slim, since they will not be able to 
compete with the other political parties. 


It seems that the only methods open to them are the following: 


1. They can field 161 candidates, but they cannot spend much money campaigning 
and will have to concentrate their campaign efforts at a few points (about 
five or six provinces). 


2. They can field 161 candidates, but they will have to gather the important 
people in the party, such as the committee members, leaders and secretaries- 
general, to concentrate their efforts on those provinces where they have the 
greatest support. 
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3. They can let their members who have a chance of becoming MPs go join other 
political parties in the provinces in order to use the bases of these political 
parties to gain an opportunity to wage a parliamentary struggle. 


4. They can refrain from fielding candidates and carry on activities as political 
power groups. 


Based on an evaluation of the situation of the socialist parties, the struggle 
methods possible for them probably include the three to four methods mentioned 
above. But based on reports about the activities of the Social Democracy Party 
and the New Force Party, it is believed that both parties will probably use 
either method one or method two. That is, they will field 161 candidates and 
concentrate their campaign efforts in one province rather than using method 
three or four, which would damage the reputation of the party. 


Thus, looking at struggle methods one and two and at the possibilities in the 
1983 election, we can guess that the socialist parties will still not have 

a chance to play much of a role in parliament, or they may not have any role 
at all. 


And this means that the chance of these parties making a comeback will grow 
even smaller. 


The Methods of Struggle of the Socialist Groups 


Someone once proposed that the socialist political parties that want to wage 

4 parliamentary struggle should “throw out a bouy” by carrying on political 
activities “outside parliament,” especially if 1983 election trends are analyzed 
carefully and especially now when many groups tend to agree that parliament's 
role in Thai politics next year will not be very great (after the military 
reshuffle in September). 





Thus, if there is an attempt to build a “party” or create a real “socialist 
line,” then a political role outside parliament is an important matter. And 
the political parties in this camp are experienced and adept and they have 
a good image in carrying on activities in such a situation. 


The socialist groups that join together to form socialist parties will neglect 
their “powerful” role in movements outside parliament. 


Besides this, someone has proposed that, in the coming period when their parliamen- 
tary role will decline, one important task of the democratic movement is to 

find an “alternative balance of power” in place of parliamentary power, which 

may be cut back greatly. This refers to trying to create a “political power 

group” type movement that is carried on in accord with the law and that gains 
greater recognition from the masses in various groups. 


In particular, in a period in which the state is trying to promulgate Policy 
66/1980 and is supporting the legal freedom movements, in a democratic system, 
of the political power groups, this opportunity provides another stage that 

















will enable the socialist groups, or socialist political parties, to find a 
way to carry on activities and regain their strength so that they are stronger 
and more secure than at present. 


Besides just the two methods, that is, waging a parliamentary struggle and 
waging an armed struggle, which is illegal, the socialist groups, or socialist 
movement, should figure out other ways to carry on the struggle that are more 
fitting than the two mentioned above. 


And there will be a chance to use the conditions and proper moments to make 
the socialist movement strong so that it can raise its ideological banner and 
compete on an equal footing with the other political groups. 


11943 
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WRITER URGES YOUNG TURKS* REINSTATEMENT INTO MILITARY 
Bangkok MATUPHUM In Thai 22 Sep 82 p 9 
[Article by “A Non-Military Man": “The Future of the Young Turks] 


[Text] In the army, there are celebrations at having a new commander in chief. 

I do not know whether the sew RTA CINC has any “sikriet” for the young soldiers 
group. Among this group of soldiers are many “professionals,” or many professional 
soldiers. 


Concerning the reinstatement of the young turks into the military, I have heard 
that General Athit said rather tersely that this is a matter that must be discussed 
in the army and that the matter cannot be decided bv the RTA CINC alone. 


This is a “many reservations” type of reply. It is a political response. 


What is important is that in the Ministry of Interior and the Police Department, 
it seems that the 1-3 April group is very “happy-go-lucky” about everything. 
There is a spirit of overcoming the widening rift and a feeling of compassion 
everywhere. 





In short, it is worth considering the fact that if these young soldiers hud 
not made a mistake or acted rashly but just served their country, we would 
now have the services of these officers, many of whom are good fighters, and 
they could serve as professional soldiers to help defend the country. 





We understand quite well that the reinstatement of the young soldiers into 
the military is a delicate matter and that past resentment [toward them) was 
rather strong among military commanders. In particular, the officers who were 
promoted in the recent reshuffle are all professional soldiers who are on a 
different path than that of the young soldiers, who were professional soldiers 
too but whose path, or theory, was different. 


Now, the resentment felt by both groups should have died down. But the chances 
of the young soldiers being reinstated into the national army do not look bright. 
However, we have faith in General Athit's fighting determination to develop 

and build solidarity in the army. 

















Thus, we are confident that a desire to coordinate the benefits and preserve 
the custom of commanding subordinates like an older brother watching over his 
younger brother will arise in the heart cf the new RTA CINC. 


Philosophers have said that a man should not be judged by his words but by 
his actions. This statement can be proven in the Ministry of Interior and in 
the Police Department. 


We would like the army to prove this statement of the philosophers too. In 
particular, at a time when the country is very tense and the possibility of 
war is increasing, the duty to oppose the nation's enemies makes it necessary 
for all Thais to forget their [internal] feuds and turn toward the enemy. 


Thus, making the internal system strong and brave and, in particular, admitting 
the past “mistakes” of the army should be an important factor in providing 

the young turks with a chance -- and many groups believe that their chances 

are nil -- to receive special consideration. 


In writing this, I want to make it clear that I am not acting as a representative 
for the young turks. I have heard rumors that many of the young turks have 
definitely decided not to return to the army and that they will instead engage 

in politics. I wish them good luck. 


But I think that among those who encountered this fate because of “following 

the leader," many of the subordinates of the young turks met this fate because 
they obeyed the orders of their commanders. Their spirit in following the orders 
of their superiors, who led them to carry out a rebellion, was really very 
strong. But wasn't their discipline very good? 


Soldiers have the discipline of soldiers. Who would have thought that what 
took place would turn out to be a rebellion? Also, I believe that, if the coup 
had succeeded, those soldiers at the lower level would have returned to being 
professional soldiers; they would not have gained power in the army. 


The purpose of all this is to point out that human resources are very important. 
If you have money and resources, you can buy artillery and rockets. But sometimes 
it is impossible to purchase good-quality men with high combat spirit and good 
training to serve as soldiers. 


Thais are resolute and kindhearted. They are understanding. They know what 

is wrong and they are forgiving. We have seen this throughout history. Thus, 

I feel that allowing the young turks to return to the military, with the commander 
holding to the principle of making friends out of enemies and uniting to attack 
the nation's real enemies, will create something new for people in general 

sO they see correct morals. People both in and out of the military will certainly 
praise these good moral qualities. 
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The most important thing is that foreicn enemies will know that Thais are ready 
to unite forces, regardless of how serious the conflicts among them. 


Another thing is that if the young turks return to government service, I believe 
that the gossip, or dirty rumors, to the effect that this group is going to 
attack that group will immediately come to a halt since the factors that fuel 
such false rumors will not arise as easily. 


The final thing that must be mentioned is the readiness to follow the new commander. 


Those young turks who are real soldiers must admit that, in the present chain 
of command, those in the army have agreed about who should be the leaders and 
who should be the followers. 


It is possible that, if the young turks and those who were promoted this year 
really unite, in the future our country will be stronger than it has ever been. 
There should be great enthusiasm in the army. This will build tremendous morale 
and be good for the political atmosphere. 


If one side is forgiving and accepts the mistakes that were made, the other 
side should reciprocate without trickery. 


I think that the young soldiers must be ready to accept this and do something 
in order to make this come true. When each side has proven itself to the other, 
there will be a greater chance of a reconciliation between the two sides. 


It isn't necessary to keep saying that the army is united and that there aren't 
any conflicts in the army. The only thing necessary is for this matter to be 
handled in a sincere manner, or for people to speak to each other “from the 
heart.” 


I think that if the new RTA CINC, that is, General Athit, just says what his 
personal view of the young soldiers is, things will immediately improve and 
all the problems will disappear. 


Getting together and helping each other is better. Do not let the atmosphere 
become ever tenser or darker than it is. 


These remarks will certainly not have much of an effect on changes of direction 
in the army. But I believe that the calls from people outside the military 

who want to see the problems solved will have some effect. And concerning this 
call, even though [I] do not represent all the people outside the military, 

the things that I have proposed have been proposed in order to [bring about] 
solidarity, to reduce the conflicts and to help bring unity to the country. 


11943 
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POLL SHOWS TOP MILITARY, CIVILIAN LEADERSHIP OPPOSED TO ASEAN MILITARY BLOC 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 20 Sep 82 pp 1, 12 


[Article: “Ninety Percent of the Generals Oppose Asean Becoming a Military 
Bloc" ] 


[Text] Mr Kramon Thongthammachat, a new senator, disclosed the results of a 
study on the “views of Thai leaders concerning security and the effect on Asean." 
From a survey of more than 200 generals, or government officials from grade 

C9 on up, it was learned that more than 90 percent oppose Asean 

forming a military bloc. They favor it remaining an organization for economic 
and social cooperation. 


Mr Kramon also said that the fact that Mr Lee Kuan Yew, the prime minister 

of Singapore, proposed that the military exercises should be expanded to include 
Indonesia as well as Singapore just meant “expansion.” It did not mean that 
Singapore wants direct military cooperation between the members of Asean. 


When asked what things would be like if Asean formed a military bloc, Mr Kramon 
said that he did not think that anyone would agree with this since Asean is 

an organization for economic, social and political cooperation. If there was 
military cooperation, this would generate tension in this region. 


"The truth is that Thailand wants political support more than military support 
Since each of the Asean countries now has its own internal problems." 


On the evening of 17 September, General Saiyut Keotphon, the supreme commander, 
said that “militarily, it is essential to hold joint military exercises. But 
whether it is possible to hold such exercies or not is a political matter.” 


General Pamot Thawonchan, the army chief of staff, said that, to date, Asean 
has never cooperated militarily. He does not see the necessity of doing so 
Since this would be contrary to the goals of Asean. 


"But considering the situation in this region, it depends on whether the policies 
will permit military cooperation among the Asean members,” said General Pamot. 
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MILITARY ACADEMY ALLIANCES, ATHIT CONCENTRATION OF INFLUENCE ANALYZED 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 13 Sep 82 pp 2, 12 


{Article: “Reshuffle of Army Officers, the Period When General Athit Kamlangek 
Has Gathered Together the Power Centers”] 





[Text] “Compete to win; do not Compete with fate.” "The current is swift; 

do not take a boat too tar out.” “The value of a person depends on whose man 
he is. If he speaks too much, he will put himself in danger.” "If General Athit 
is resolute, there will be no danger of a coup and the army will definitely 
grow stronger.” And so on. 


These were various thoughtsexpressed by officers after the announcement of 

the list of promotions for high-ranking military officers for fiscal year 

1983. The radio of the Public Relations Department broadcast the announcement 

on its 2000 hours news broadcast on 10 September in accord with the 9 September 
1982 announcement by the Office of the Prime Minister on officer assignments. 
General Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister, was the person who signed the 
royal order. 





Because this year's reshuffle involved the promotion of senior officers of 
the armed services, including officers in the Ministry of Defense and Supreme 
Command Headquarters, from “major general" on up, various groups showed a great 
interest in this. 


But everywhere, attention was focused mainly on the position of RTA CINC since 
everyone wanted to know whether it would be General Athit Kamlangek, the assistant 
RTA CINC, or General Pamot Thawonchan, the army chief of staff, who would 

be promoted to RTA CINC. 


Athit's Strength -- Secret Strength? 
General Athit has become the new RTA CINC as was expected by most observers. 


Even though some people insisted that General Pamot would become the new RTA 
CINC, the actual result clearly shows how strong General Athit is. 
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Some reports that leaned toward General Pamot becoming the head of the army 
stated that General Prayut Chrumni, the RTA CINC who will soon retire, General 
Saiyut Keotphon, the supreme commander, and General Prem all wanted General 
Pamot to be the new RTA CINC and that this showed that General Pamot had won 
three to nothing. 


But high-ranking officers close to General Athit told MATUPHUM that Geneal 
Prem, General Prayut and General Athit had agreed that General Athit would 
become RTA CINC. Thus, General Saiyut was bypassed. Because this was the case, 
it was meaningless for General Saiyut to make any proposals about who should 
be RTA CINC, even though deep down he wanted the position to go to General 
Pamot. 


At the same time, a high-ranking officer saic that both General Prayut and 
Geneal Saiyut proposed that General Pamot be made RTA CINC. But it was General 
Prem who made the final decision and he chose General Athit without further 
discussion. 


Actually, what was behind the promotion of General Athit is not yet clear. 
But what happened will definitely become clearer in the next few days. 


The Promotion Picture -- the Prem and Athit Lines 


"Its only natural that the new RTA CINC will be asked his opinion on who should 

be put in what position in order to be able to solve future problems or to 

have things be proper.General Athit had to go and give his views on the promotions. 
Athit knew a long time ago that he wuld be appointed to this position. In 

an interview, General Prayut clearly stated that everyone in the army knew who 

the new RTA CINC would be. It was the newspapers that made an issue of this 

and that interpreted things incorrectly,” said an officer who was well-informed 

on this year's reshuffle to MATUPHUM. 


The words of this officer certainly make sense f£ we look at the results of 
the military reshuffle. Looking back at the resnuffle of September 1981, the 
only two people whom General Prem called in to confer with closely, who knew 
the secrets and who had the right to voice opinions and propose names for 
various positions were General Prayut, the RTA CINC (since 26 August 1981) 

and, General Sak Buntharakun, the then chief of staff of the army (after the 
reshuffle, he became the deputy RTA CINC). 


And concerning this year's reshuffle, it was only General Prem and General 
Athit who decided who would be appointed to the various positions. General 
Prayut played no part in this. 





Dusting Off Army Preparatory School Class 5, Old Friends Appointed 


Army Preparatory School Class 5 is the class of General Athit. This year, 
this class made rapid progress with one of its members, General Athit, becoming 
RTA CINC. 
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In this year's reshuffle, the interesting thing about this class is that Lieutenant 
General Thianchai Sirisamphan, the director of the Territorial Defense Department 
for 2 years, was promoted to the position of assistnat RTA CINC. Prior to 

this, there were rumors that General Athit had restored good relations with 
Lieutenant General Thianchai. His appointment to the position of assistnat 

RTA CINC was an important recovery by Lieutentant General Thianchai. And he 

will definitely serve as the first assistant RTA CINC in place of General 

Athit since he will be in charge of personnel, an important task in general. 
Lieutenant General Pathom Soemsin will serve as second assistant RTA CINC in 

charge of logistics, which is his speciality. 





Another person of interest from Class 5, even though he is only a major general, 
is Major General Pawatwong Hutaswei, who will move from Army Headquarters 

to become the commander of the Lopburi Military District in place of Major 
General Khanung Sirimarut. Looking back to the time when Major General Pawatwong 
was the leader of the 23rd "R" [company] in the Second Army Area, Major General 
Pawatwong once made General Athit the deputy commander of the 23rd R. But 

2 years ago, Major General Pawatwong served as an army expert and last year 

he was attached to Army Headquarters. Now, he has been “dusted off" and sent 

to clear up matters at Lopburi. 


Besides this, another soldier from this class who has been transferred to 
Lopburi is Major General Athaphon Somrup, the deputy director of the Territorial 
Defense Department who will become the commander of the Artillery Center in 
place of Major General Amphon Sombunying, who is being transferred to Army 
Headquarters to await retirement. Thus, General Athit has sent friends from 

the same class to Lopburi in order to solve the problems there. 


At the same time, another member of Class 5 is Major General Chuthai Saengthawip, 
an officer assigned to the Army Operations Center who has now been promoted 

to lieutenant general and made the assistnat army chief of staff for intelligence. 
He replaces Lieutenant General Chaloei Sanguansak, who in compensation will 
assume the pay scale of a general and be attached to the Supreme Commander's 
Office. 


Yutthasak Is Finished; Assigned to Army Headquarters 


Concerning Lieutenant General Yutthasak Khlongtruatrok, a classmate of General 
Athit, after he was promoted to lieutenant general and served as a advisor 

to the army for a year, there were rumors that he would be made commanding 
general of the Fourth Army Area. But his hopes were dashed when he was assigned 
to Army Headquarters. This shows that there is no chance of restoring relations 
between General Athit and Lieutenant General Yutthasak. During the events 

of 1-3 April 1981, Lieutenant General Yutthasak and General Kriangsak Chamanan 
went to Korat as peace emissaries but they were turned back and so his star 
fell. 


It is thought that little will be heard from Lieutenant General Yutthasak 
this year since “the sun [Athit] is bright," as Lieutenant General Yutthasak 
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has said. Or it may be that Lieutenant General Yutthasak will sing a new song. 
We will have to wait and see. 


Class 3 In Prem‘s Line Has Been Silenced 


Some officers from Army Preparatory School Class 3, the class to which General 
Pamot Thawonchan belongs, have been kicked [upstairs] and assigned to Army 
Headquarters. Such officers include Major General Charun Khaothiemsang, the 

deputy commander of the First Army Area, Lieutenant General Wichit Chitsawi, 

the assistant army chief of staff for logistics, Major General Dam Prayunson, 

the deputy commander of the Second Army Area,and Major General Prasat Wimonsilapin, 
the commander of the Anti-Aircraft Artillery Division. But two other members 

of Class 3 have shot to the top in the army. 


One of these is Lieutenant General Pathom Soemsin, the deputy chief of staff (2) 
who has been close to General Prem ever since they worked together in the 

Second Army Area. He is being promoted to assistnat RTA CINC. And it is not 
expected that there will opposition to this since Lieutenant General Pathom 

is a highly professional soldier. 


"I just learned of my appointment to this position. I just heard the announcement 
and learned of it the same time as you. Before this, I heard some talk but 
I didn't pay any attention,” said Lieutenant General Pathom to MATUPHUM. 





The other officer is Lieutenant General Sup Aksaranukhro, the deputy army 

chief of staff who is the senior man since he was promoted to lieutenant general 
2-3 years ago. He is being given the position of deputy RTA CINC. By turn, 

it should be general Pamot but it doesn't seem proper. But his classmates 

will probably understand. 


Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy Class 5, New Influence In the Army 


As for the officers from CRMA Class 1 on up, looking at the results of this 
year's reshuffle, it can be seen that CRMA Class 5 has grown in importance. 
Officers from CRMA classes who were promted to major general and lieutenant 
general include: 


1. CRMA Class 1: Major General Chaowalit Yongchaiyut, the director of operations 
to become the assistant army chief of staff for operations. He will be promoted 
to lieutenant general, the first in his class to make lieutenant general. 
Colonel Chat Chaiyawut, who will become the director for education of the 

Joint Porces School, Directorate of Education and Research. Colonel Somkhuan 
Suwan, who will become the secretary of Supreme Command Heqdquarters. Colonel 
Thien Chonmaitri, who will become the deputy director of the Joint Communications 
Directorate. Colonel Wichai Phoemsap, who will become the chief of the Army 
Accounting Control Office. Colonel Ngamphon Nutsathit, who will become the 

chief of army intelligence. And Colonel Aphithep Intharaphithak, who will 

become the commander of the Chiang Mai Military District. 
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2. CRMA Class 2: Colonel Wisit Atkhlumwong, who is being promoted to major 
general and who will become the chief cf staff of the Third Army Area. 


3. CRMA Class 3: Colonel Thamniep Thapmani, who will become the assistnat chief 

of staff of the Central Directory Division, Supreme Commander's Office. Colonel 
Chawan Kanchanakun, who will become the director of the Officeof Civil Engineering. 
Colonel Kasem Thammakun, who will become a special operations officer at Army 
Headquarters. And Colonel Arun Pariwattham, who will become the commander of 


Combat Support Headquarters 2. 


4. CRMA Class 4: Colonel Chao Khongphunsin, the deputy commander of the list 
Cavalry Division who will become aide to the defense minister and who will 
also be attached to Army Headquarters; it is believed that he will be promoted 
to major general. Colonel Wattanachai Wutisiri, the deputy commander of the 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery Division who will become the commander of the Anti- 
Aircraft Artillery Division. And Colonel Siri Thiwaphan, the deputy commander 
of the 4th Division who will become the commander of this division. 


5. CRMA Class 5: Colonel Suchinda Khraprayun, the deputy director of the Army 
Operations Directorate who will become the director of this directorate (in 
place of Major General Chaowalit). Colonel Israphong Nunphakdi, the deputy 
commander of the lst Division who will become the commander of the 6th Division. 
Colonel Wimon Wongsanit, the deputy commander of the 6th Division (he is a 
senator too) who will become the commander of the newly-formed list Special 


Combat Division. 


A reliable news source told MATUPHUM that even though only three members of 
Class 5 were promoted to major general within their chain of command, it can 
be said that all of them are in command of important forces. It will be these 
first three men who open the way for the others in this class. 


The most important factor is that the influence of Class 5 stems from the intellec- 


tual brilliance of its members and from the fact that 
are closer to General Athit than are members of other 


Thus, the members of CRMA Class 5 are also serving as 
Athit. And the news source said that Class 5 had great 
to important positions. 


the members of this class 
classes from CRMA. 


close advisors to General 
influence on the promotions 


An investigation by MATUPHUM has revealed that, concerning the names on this 


year's promotion list, the ones who knew and who were 


almost always correct 


when they made a statement about this were officers from Class 5. Thus, while 
some people were saying that General Pamot would be promoted to the position 
of RTA CINC, those in Class 5 did not waver in their view that the next RTA 


CINC would be General Athit. 
Lopburi Sobs, Ekek Bunyathi Must Wait 


As MATUPHUM once reported, the events at Lopburi have 


affected at least two 


officers, that is, Major General Khanung Sirimarut, a member of Army Preparatory 
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Schcol Class 7 who was the commander of the Lopburi Military District, and 
Major General Amphon Sombunying, the commander of the artillery center. Both 
were transferred to Army Headquarters following the attempted assassination 
of General Prem at the Lopburi Artillery Center. 


Major General Khanung served as the commander of the Lopburi Military District 
only 1 year and he was certain to have remained in this position for another 

2 years. When the promotion list was first prepared, Major General Khanung 

was still listed as the commander here. But then at the end of August, Major 
General Khanung was transferred to Army Headquarters because it was thought 

that he was the source of the rumor to the effect that the Lopburi soldiers 

who had been arrested had been beaten and that at a meeting with his subordinates 
he had said that he felt that General Athit had been too harsh and that he 

had not shown any respect for the local commander, that is, Major General Khanung. 


"I want to say thet I am not unhappy about having been transferred to Army 
Headquarters. I will not discuss the matter of whether I have been treated 
farily. I am a soldier, and it is up to my commanders to issue orders. If I 
remained at Lopburi, I would have had much work to do. I have always worked 
very hard,” said Major General Khanung to MATUPHUM tersely. 


As was mentioned above, the officers transferred to Lopburi are all classmates 
of General Athit. This major purge has given General Athit greater confidence 
in the solidarity here. 


As for Major General Ekek Bunyathi, the commander of the Special Warfare Center, 
he will probably remain in place. And it is expected that, next year, he will 
be made a lieutenant general and given a “soft” job in the army. 





Han Linanon, Wait to Become Army Chief of Staff Next Year 


At the level of army area commander, except for the First Army Area, where 
Major General Phat Urailoet took command, no changes in command were made in 
the other three army areas. In particular, in the Fourth Army Area, it was 
expected that Lieutenant General Han Linanon would be promoted to the position 
of army chief of staff to replace General Pamot. This is a most interesting 
matter. 


A reliable news source told MATUPHUM that, at first, Lieutenant General Han 
greatly wanted to become army chief of staff. He had discussed this with some 
high-ranking officers and told them that when he became army chief of staff, 
Lieutenant General Prayung Bunnak, the assistant chief of staff for operations 
(who has been promoted to deputy army chief of staff), should, as a southerner, 
be made the commander of the Fourth Army Area since the present deputy commander 
is not ready to become commander. 


"But Lieutenant General Han later gave up this desire after talking with several 
groups. Many factions felt that he should remain in his present position for 
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another year since there is much work to do there and since the south still 
needs a person like Lieutenant General Han,” said the news source. 


The news Source stated that officers from CRMA Class 5 had talked about why 

it was necessary for Lieutenant General Han to remain in his position for another 
year. Next year, the position of army chief of staff will definitely go to 
Lieutenant General Han. And because Lieutenant General Han is a rather progressive 
person in the army, he immediately stopped thinking about becoming army chief 

of staff this year. 


The National Army and Democratic Soldiers 


Based on everything that has happened, it is thought that those thinkers who 
work closely with Lieutenant General Han will be given a chance to play a more 
active ideological role in the name of the national army since Lieutenant General 
Han has now abandoned some of his desires in order to continue working in the 
south. 





In short, the thinking of Lieutenant General Han is the same as that of the 
Democratic Soldiers, whose ideals are influencing national policy more and 
more, starting with security matters. An example is the policy to defeat the 
communists in accord with Order 66/1980 and Order 65/1982. 


"General Athit has given them freedom concerning such thinking. There will 
not be any problems. Even if such policies cannot yet be implemented, this 
is something good. I do not think General Athit will block this.But he may 
try to control things,” said an officer close to General Athit. 


Thus, concerning the ideas cf Lieutenant General Han‘s group, the trend is 
for more and more of these ideas to be turned into national policy during the 
next several yeurs. What will increase understanding even more is a clear 
formulation of what these policies are. 


Athit, the New Center of Power 


In the past period, there was no real power center in the army. But now it 

is clear that the upper command echelons in the army have given General Athit 
a chance to use power more resolutely in order to solve the problems in the 
army. At the same time, things depend on whcih way General Athit will lean 

in solving the problems and developing the army. 


As for General Prem, it can be said that, to preserve his political power, 

he must continue to rely on the military power wielded by General Athit. Even 
though General Prem has ties to some senior officers in the army, most are 
professional officers whose hands have not been “dirtied” by politics. And 

he has ties with some officers in the cavalry. 


As for Supreme Command Headquarters, which General Saiyut is feverishly trying 
to increase the importnace of, this year’s reshuffle has had a great effect 
on it. Even officers such as Lieutenant General Som Khattaphan, the director 
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of the Information Office, who are tied to General Kriangsak Chamanan have 
lost their positions and been assigned to headquarters. And fellow classmates 
such as General Lak Salikhup have been assigned to headquarters to wait to 
retire. 


From the standpoint of the military, the thing that will tip the balance in 
General Saiyut's favor will be the navy and air force. Another thing that is 
important is that changing the structure by making the commanders in chief 

of the armed services deputy supreme commanders may give General Saiyut real 


power. 





But it is thought that during the 1 year that he has left before he retires, 
General Saiyut will be busy with structural work more than anything else. But 
it is not certain whether these structural changes will be completed or how 
long they will last. 


Those Who Oppose Athit, Little Hope 


One senior officer told MATUPHUM that if people are going to watch the movements 
in the army, they should keep their eye on those who gained power and those 

who lost power to see what they do during the first 3 months. After the first 

3 months, nothing will happen. By that time, the dissatisfaction will have 

died down and General Athit will have consolidated his power, if he does not 
trip first. 


At present, General Athit does not have the respect of the senior officers. 

But concerning the effect of this year's reshuffle, there will probably not 

be any open reaction. It is more likely that what action is taken will be indirect. 
If this game of opposing General Athit is played in a secret and indirect, 

but vicious, way, the worrisome thing is that General Athit will have to use 

force in return. And if that happens, democracy will fail. 


One member of CRMA Class 5 told MATUPHUM that "if the RTA CINC acts resolutely, 
there will not be a coup. As for a coup, the important instigators would come 
from the officers of my rank. If he is provoked, he may lose, like the 1 April 
affair, because of lower-ranking soliders like myself.” 


At the same time, the news source said that, concerning the groups that oppose 
General Athit, like the young turks, since the situation is like this, they 
will have to take a stance opposing General Athit in order to put greater pressure 
on him. Otherwise, things will be very dangerous for them. At the same time, 

if General Athit launches a political offensive against them by giving some 

of the officers in the group that was involved in things during the events 

of 1-3 April a chance to return to government service, he will gain, not lose. 
This would put great pressure on the young turks more than anything else. If 
General Athit put forward this proposal, the young turks could not refuse. 

As Colonel Manun Rupkhachon, the leader of the young turks, once said, their 
return to government service does not have anything to do with who is RTA CINC. 
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A New Political Face; Pressure From the Army 


“I will say frankly that, at present, General Athit has real power. He has 
consolidated power. At the same time, he is the center for solving many of 


the country‘s problems. I think it is clear that he will use his power resolutely 


in order to solve the problems. Anyone who opposes him will pose a danger and 
this would force him to have to use this power in the form of a coup. In my 
opinion, this is the weakness that the democratic side has not yet found a 
way to overcome,” said a schoiar from one of the universities to MATUPHUM. 


As for politics in the coming period, the RTA CINC will play a crucial role 
again. This is at a time when few sides can see what move Geneneral Prem will 
make in the political game, except to see that his goal is to become prime 
minister again using as little force as possible. 


But what will that move be? 


Besides General Prem, who of course knows, at present another person who knows 
is General Athit. 


Army Preparatory School and Chulachomklao royal Military Academy Classes 


Class 


Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 


(Final class) 


CRMA 
CRMA 
CRMA 
CRMA 
CRMA 
CRMA 
CRMA 
CRMA 
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Examples of Class Members 





Gen Prayut Charumni, Gen Sima Panikabut. 

Gen Amnat Damrikan, Gen Chuan Wannarat. 

Gen Pamot Thawonchan, Lt Gen Pathom Soemsin. 

Lt Gen Samphat Phatsanayongphinno, Maj Gen Amphon Sombunying 
Gen Athit Kamlangek, Lt Gen Han Linanon. 

Maj) Gen Phat Urailoet, Maj Gen Rawee Wanphen. 

Maj Gen Khanung Sirimarut, Maj Gen Thongtoem Phopsuk 


Ma} Gen Chaowalit Yongchaiyut, Maj Gen Chaichana Tharichat. 
Maj} Gen Phichit Kunlawanit, Col Wisit Atkhumwong. 

Col Arun Pariwatthan, Col Kasem Thammakun. 

Col Chao Khongphunsin, Col Wattanachai Wutisiri. 

Col Suchinda Khraprayun, Col Isaraphong Nunphakdi. 

Col Charat Kunlawanit, Col Kritsanasuwan Phongphakdi. 

Col Manun Rupkhachon, Col Prachak Sawangchit. 

Col Kitti Rattanachaya, Col Manat Khlaimani. 
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THAILAND 


POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO NATURAL GAS IMBROGLIO 


Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 11 Sep 82 p 5 





[Article: “The Union Oil Gas Problem: In the Eyes of the Government”|] 


[Text] Even though the matter of the Union Oil Company's Erawan field producing 
less natural gas than expected and the explanations of the government have 
been discussed so much, even to the point where there was a television program 
on this last month, people in many circles, particularly businessmen, still 
feel that the matter is not very clear. 


At the same . , there are questions about whether the amount of gas in the 
Erawan field is in fact 70 percent less than the amount that was surveyed, 
whether this will have an effect on the investment plans and on the use of 
gas in industry and, if so, to what extent. 


Union Oil is one of the two companies that did explatory drilling for oil in 
the Gulf of Thailand that discovered commercially viable deposits of natural 
gas. The other company was the Texas Pacific Company. 


Prior to this, it was announced that the Union Oil and Texas Pacific companies 
had discovered up to 12 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. That is, [it was 
announced that] in the concession area of the Union Oil Company, 1,795 trillion 
cubic feet of gas had been discovered at the Erawan site, 1.319 trillion cubic 
feet had been discovered at the Kra Phong and Pla Thong sites, 2 trillion cubic 
feet had been discovered at the Satun site and 1 trillion cubic feet had been 
discovered at the Ban Phot site. 


As for the Texas Pacific Company, it [said that it had] discovered 5.446 trillion 
cubic feet of gas at the B site and 0.2 trillion cubic feet at the 17-El site. 


In short, it was estimated that there would be about 11.76 trillion cubic feet 
of gas available for use. 


As for the Erawan site, a difference between the actual amount of gas and the 
amount first estimated, that is, 1.795 trillion cubic feet, arose after an 
independent company of experts was employed to make ⸗ definite determination 
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of the amount of cas before a gas trading contract was signed between the 
Petroleum Authority of Thailand and the Union Oil Company. 


The survey by the DeGolyer and McNaughton Company confirmed that the gas reserves 
estimatec at 1.58 trillion cubic feet could differ from this amount by at 
most plus or minus 15 percent, or 0.203 trillion cubic feet. 


The result of this estimation of the amount of gas reserves resulted in th- 

Union Oil Company signing a contract to deliver 200 million cubic feet of 

gas 4 day to the Petroleum Authority of Thailand during the first year. This 

was to increase 50 million cubic feet every year to a maximum of 500 million 

cubic feet a day in 1990. Of this amount, 250 million cubic feet were to come 

from the Erawan field; the rest was to come from the other fields in the concession. 





The confidence in the results of the survey by the McNaughton company resulted 

in the Thai government agreeing to invest a large sum of money in the construction 
of a ges pipeline from the Erawan site to Ban Nong Faem in Muang District, 

Rayong Province. The length of the pipeline is almost 415 kilometers. 


At the same time, gas pipelines were constructed to send gas from the coast 

to the Bang Pakong and Southern Metropolitan power plants, a distance of 260 
kilometers. The cost of constructing the pipeline was approximately 15 billion 
baht. 


Furthermore, in the private sector, the Siam Cement Company believed the estimates 
concerning the amount of gas at the Erawan site just like the government and 

so it invested approximately 5 billion baht to construct a gas pipeline from 

Bang Pakong to Saraburi in order to supply its two cement plants. Construction 

of the pipeline to the first plant is now more than 90 percent complete. 


But as for the actual situation, ever since Union Oil delivered the first 
ges to the Petroleum Authority of Thailand to supply the two power plants 
on 12 September 1981, the greatest amount of gas delivered by the Union Oil 
Company has averaged only 100 million cubic feet a day. 


Recently, the Union OI1 Company proposed that the government re-estimate the 
amount of gas reserves at the Erawan site.Citing the results of a recent survey 
that it had conducted itself, it said that it had discovered that the amount of 
gas reserves was lower than that estimated by the McNaughton company by almost 
69 percent, which means that there is only about 0.48 trillion cubic feet 

of gas. And now, the Union Oil Company is able to deliver only 130-140 million 
cubic feet of gas a day to the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand 
[EGAT] instead of the [planned] 200 million cubic feet. This has greatly affected 
the use of gas to generate electricity for BGAT. 


This disclosure by the Union Oil Company has generated widespread criticism 
of various sorts. Some have said that this is just a plan by the Union Oil 
Company to renege on its agreement to deliver gas to the government in order 
to hold back the difference with the hope of adjusting the price next year 














in accord with the contract that calls for yearly gas price adjustments or 
in order to bargain for an increase in the price of the gas. 


The reason for this is that [the company] feels that the government did not 
stipulate a fair price for the gas as compared with the price paid to the 
Texas Pacific Company, which is receiving almost $l more per 1 million BTU, 
Or 1,000 cubic feet. 


What Are the Facts? 


On 18 August 1982, Mr Snoh Unakun, the secretary-general of the National Economic 
and Social Development Board, convened an extraordinary conference for the 
sectors concerned in order to discuss the facts concerning this problem. At 

this conference, four reasons for the problem were discussed: 


1. Problems arising from leaks. 
2. Problems arising from geological complications. 


3. Problems arising from mistakes or carelessness on the part of the Union 
Oil Company. 


4. Problems arising from other chronic problems. 


The discussion can by summarized by saying that the leaks of the Packers are 

due to the fact that the temperature below ground is very high. But this problem 
can be eliminated form the list of problems because the Union Oil Company 

has made repairs and corrected the problem at eight wells. There are now only 
five wells left [where repairs must be made]. Thus, this should not be such 

a great problem that it would cause the amount of gas delivered by the Union 

Oil Company to be less than that specified in the contract. 





Thus, the next point discussed was whether the problem could be due to the 
geological structure here. Concerning this point, the conference felt that, 
actually, the geological structure of the rock layers containing the petroleum 
was different from [what was first thought]. Based on a more recent survey 
using a new method, the three dimension siesmic survey, it was possible to 

get a clearer picture of the structure of the layers that contain the natural 
gas. That is, it was learned that there were more errors than in the data 

used to calculate the value of the reserves agreed on when the natural gas 
contract for the Erawan site was made. And the gas is located in pockets, 

Or small holes, in different layers instead of in a single layer. Because 

the pockets of petroleum are not connected, with the result that the gas [from 
the various pockets] cannot flow together, the pressure is much less than 

it would be otherwise and so gas production has declined. Besides this, two 
other wells, E3 and D5, are almost dry since the gas has escaped. 
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As for the third point, that is, the belief that part of the problem may stem 
from mistakes or technical carelessness on the part of the Union Oil Company, 
it did not test actual production in the layers where gas was found but simply 
assumed that gas was present after testing just a few spots. Thus, the Union 
Oil Company did not make as accurate an estimate of the gas reserves and rate 
of flow as it should have. 


As for the fourth point, it is possible that production and the drilling of 
wells by the Union Oil Company has not proceeded in accord with the stipulated 
targets because of [the company's] desire to conceal some of the operations 

in order to handle the problems discussed in the first and second points. 

This has resulted in a severe and chronic shortfall of gas. 


The contract states that, in the first year, Union Oil must deliver 200 million 
cubic feet of gas a day to the Petroleum Authority of Thailand. This has made 
it necessary for Union Oil to have to drill about 20-25 production wells (including 
Swing 25 percent) with each production well having an average of two stems 

and with each stem producing an average of 5 million cubic feet per day. Thus, 
each production well can produce an average of 10 million cubic feet of gas 

a day. But when production began in October 1981, there were only 18 production 
wells (and to date, Union Oil has drilled only 11 additional production wells). 
And when the problems mentioned in points one and two were encountered, the 

gas shortfall increased even more. That is, only one stem per production 

well is producing gas. Furthermore, Union Oil has had to stop using the three 
drilling rigs to drill new wells. Only one drilling rig can be used since 

the other two have had to be used to repair old wells. As for the five drilling 
platforms that have been built, only two of the platforms are working well, 
that is, platforms A and B. Platform C has not drilled any wells, platform D 
has begun drilling well 7 and platform E has drilled only two wells. Each 
platform must drill 10 wells. 


Thus, at this point, the government feels that these are the reasons for the 
gas shortfall, in which the Union Oil Company has delivered an average of 

only 115 million cubic feet of gas a day to the Petroleum Authority of Thailand 
during the past year, which is not in accord with the contract. 


However, concerning the reasons for the shortfall based on the first and second 
points above, based on a study by the Department of Mineral Resources, it 

is believed that these two points would lower the original estimate of gas 
reserves, that is, 1.58 trillion cubic feet, by about one-third only. But 
concerning this matter, there are still things that are not clear. 


The Way to Solve the Problem 


This means that the government has accepted the gas shortfall, according to 
the targets, as a fact. Because of this, the question that arises is: How 
will the government solve this problem? Because this state of affairs will 
definitely have a great effect onthings,to solve this problem, there are two 
paths to take: 


























1. The Union Oil Company can drill an additional 90-100 production wells. 
This would enable Union 011 to increase gas productionto 180 million cubic 
feet per day by the end of this year. 


2. The natural gas from other fields in the Gulf of Thailand can be developed. 
For example, the natural gas of the Union Oil Company in the Chakrawan and 
Funan fields can be developed, ani the gas of the Texas Pacific Company at 

the B Field in concessions 15 and 16 can be developed. And the land oil fields 
at Lan Krabu and Khon Kaen can be developed. But this measure still has many 
problems that will take many years to solve since none of the -ields here 
have produced any oil that can be used profitably. 


However, the government still has hopes in the Pla Thong field and in the 
other fields in concessions 10-13. The gas reserves here total approximately 

5 trillion cubic feet, and it will be possible to deliver this gas at a rate 
of 150 million cubic feet a day during the first year beginning on 31 March 
1985. This will increase to 300 million cubic feet a day by the third year. 
But this means that there will continue to be a gas shortfall for 3 more years 
unless Union Oil is able to increase the number of production wells in the 
Erawan field. 


Definite Effects 


As for the effects that this is sure to have, these can be summarized as follows: 





1. The plans of the Petroleum Authority of Thailand to deliver gas to EGAT 
and the investments by EGAT, which now total at least 10.7 billion baht, in 
building power plants that use natural gas for fuel at the Bang Prakong and 
Southern Metropolitan power plants have been affected. And deliveries to and 
investments in the cement plants belonging to Siam Cement, which has already 
invested several billion baht, have been affected. 


2. This will affect the gas-separation project. It is certain that the Petroleum 
Authority of Thailand has already invested money to start construction on 

the gas-separation plant in the first unit. This plant, which will have a 
production capacity of 350 million cubic feet a day, will go into production 
around 1984. During the first 2 years of production, the production target 

is 250 million cubic feet of gas a day. Concerning the effect of this problem, 
the Petroleum Authority of Thailand claims that this will cause only a 6-month 
delay in the construction of the gas-separation plant. 


As for the effect on other plans such as gas delivers by the Petroleum Authority 
of Thailand and other projects, the government does not feel there will be 

any problem since most of these projects still have at least 3 more years 
[before they will be completed]. Similarly, the gas export plan will take 

at least another 8 years of preparations before things are ready. 
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Things Are Still Not Clear 


Even though the results of the summary of the causes, effects and solutions 
seem better than expected, there are still certain problems that the government 
has not clarified. For example: 


First, there is the effect from the government, or the Union Oil Company, 
agreeing to the drilling of another 30-50 gas wells in the Erawan field. This 
will probably have an effect on the gas price changes of the Union Oil Company. 
Even though the government has made the assumption that it is difficult for 
Union Oil to investmore since its income from the sale of the natural gas 

and natural gas waste [if low], the additional billions of baht that Union 

Oil must invest will certainly affect the principal and business returns. 


Second, it is true that the government is not able to correct the mistakes 

in the contract made with the Union Oil Company. The government can only act 

in accord with the conditions. That is, it has the right to fine the company 

20 percent of the sales price.Or it can pay for the gas delivered by the company 
at a rate of only 80 percent of the actual price until the company delivers 

the full amount of gas as called for in the contract. 


And during the conference that day, the government admitted that taking action 
against Union Oil still involves several problems concernign the factors concerned 
that even the government has not been able to summarize. 
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